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Honduran  pastor  rides  again 


By  Stanley  Stamps 

After  a  delay  of  a  year  and  a  half  The  motorcycle  was  damaged  in  Trujillo  on  the  north  coast, 
and  several  efforts  to  get  his  motor-  April,  1983,  when  a  student  pastor  bor-  With  the  new  parts  in  hand,  San- 
cycle  repaired,  Tulio  Sanchez  of  El  rowed  it  to  do  to  a  mission  service  at  chez  proceeded  to  have  the  motorcy- 
Progreso,  Honduras  is  back  on  the  the  Guanchias  Cooperative  15  miles  cle  re-assembled.  With  hopes  high,  he 
road  again.  Thanks  to  the  help  of  south  of  El  Progreso.  The  motor  tried  it  out,  only  to  hear  a  threaten- 
several  Mississippi  friends.  overheated  and  several  vital  parts  ing  noise.  This  time  he  had  the  crank 

Pastor  of  Bethany  Baptist  Church  fused.  Initial  efforts  to  get  the  motor  shaft  rectified.  That  didn’t  do  the  job, 
in  El  Progreso  near  San  Pedro  Sula,  repaired  were  frustrated  when  parts  either.  After  further  delays  he h&d  to 
Sanchez  depends  very  much  upon  his  for  the  particular  model  were  not  send  the  crankshaft  to  the  USA  for 
Suzuki  Motor  Cycle  to  get  around  this  available  in  the  country.  rectification  at  a  certified  dealer  in 

city  of  63,000  inhabitants  and  surroun-  Through  the  generous  assistance  of  Fort  Worth.  That  done,  Keith  return- 

ding  area  for  pastoral  visitation.  But  Bob  White,  a  member  of  Friendship  ed  the  part  with  new  seals  and 
for  the  past  18  months  his  “moto”  has  Baptist  Church  near  Grenada,  Miss. ,  bearings, 
been  torn  down  awaiting  necessary  the  needed  parts  were  secured  at  a  KI  r.  .  .,  , 

parts.  In  the  meantime  Pastor  San-  dealer  in  Greenville,  Miss.,  and  sent  hJ5L’li?3 
chez  has  had  to  use  a  bicycle  as  to  Honduras  in  the  hands  of  Keith 

transportation  for  himself,  his  wife,  Stamps,  then  a  student  at  t  t  ahnnt  mn„K  „QC;u, 
and  their  two  daughters.  Southwestern  Seminary  in  For,  jSS, 


IfiAB 

and  rejoice  in  thee. 
W .  — Psa.9:2  Ai 


Col.  Bizzell,  91,  makes  missions  his  priority 


By  Bill  Webb 


GLOUCESTER,  Va.  (BP)  —  Lee  Foreign  Mission  Board  to  establish  a  He  has  seen  the  needs  of  the  world.  Christ.”  And  he  noticed  the  outcastes  (South  Dakota,  Wyoming,  Florida, 

Caraway  Brizzell  was  61  before  he  trust  fund.  He  and  his  second  wife,  the  late  of  India  living  in  misery.  “There  are  West  Virginia,  New  York,  New  Jersey 

finally  got  his  priorities  straight.  That  Bizzell,  who  receives  a  military  Kathryn  Evangeline  Jarvis,  made  a  million  of  children  in  Africa  and  other  and  Virginia).  He  tells  his  listeners 

was  back  in  1954  when  he  accepted  pension,  will  receive  a  tax  break  for  world  tour  in  1970.  He  lived  in  14  places  dying  everyyear,”  he  added,  the  most  important  thing  they  can 

Christ-  the  gift  and  will  benefit  from  the  pro-  overseas  countries  during  his  37  years  “To  me,  the  greatest  thing  is  help-  leave  behind  is  their  example.  He  has 

“Then 'the  good  Lord  took  first  ceeds  of  the  trust  for  as  long  as  he  in  the  Army  and  hunted  big  game  in  ing  those  people  who  haven’t  any  done  the  same  in  prisons  and 

place  in  jny  life  and  he’s  had  it  ever  lives.  the  Philippines,  Cambodia  and  chance,”  he  said.  penitentiaries, 

since,”  the  91-year-old  retired  army  Why  did  he  choose  to  give  his  estate  Germany.  Though  the  Colonel  didn’t  accept  “Now  my  main  interest  in  life  is  to 

colonel  acknowledged.  to  further  the  cause  of  foreign  He  saw  people  in  Cambodia  who  Christ  until  he  was  61,  he  says  he  advance  the  cause  of  Christ,"  he 

The  VfcS.  Army  was  No.  1  in  his  life  missions?  .  .  “didn’t  know  anything  about  Jesus  wanted  to  become  a  Christian  back  maintains.  On  most  Thursday  even- 

until  then.  He  recalls  his  words  to  his  __  .  when  he  was  a  10-year-old  in  Tate  ings  he’s  out  with  other  members  of 

ron.  just  before  he  married  her  in  |  mother  about  swimming  in  a  nearby  you're  old-enough  to  be  a  Christian. 

1922.  "Look  here,  honey  Vfcu  arese-  ,*1  creek  and  had  stolen  a  watermelon  old  enough  to  tell  others."  he 

cond  choice.  I  first  married  the  Army  *  from  a  neighbor's  patch.  As  a  result,  says  "As  far  as  I'm  concerned, 

and  if  an  emergency  occurs.  Ill  leave  B  J  didnt  thmk  1  could  be  a  Christian."  there’s  no  alibi. " 

so  fast  it'll  make  your  head  swim  ,  .J  j.  he  said  The  good-natured  Mississippi- 

“ Fortunately  she  was  a  naval  of  -  (- ill,  iftll  As  a  teen-ager,  he  decided  if  he  native  starts  each  dav  bv  bending 


couldn’t  be  a  Christian  he  would  at  over  and  touching  his  toes  50  times, 
least  be  fair  to  every  human  being,  running  place  600-800  strides  and  jog- 
That  principle  guided  him  for  45  ging  down  his  long  driveway  to  get  his 
years.  .  newspaper.  “I  run  upstairs  and  down 

He  began  seeking  God,  he  said,  again  and  it  doesn’t  even  make  me 

when  his  only  son  died  in  1953  at  the  breathe  hard,*’  he  says 
age  of  29.  “he  wasn’t  a  Christian  and  matter-of-factly. 
neither  was  I,”  he  said  soberly.  “I  A  veteran  of  both  world  wars,  the 
realized  I  had  made  the  greatest  Colonel  can  recall  experiences  from 
mistake  of  my  life  because  I  knew  I  his  military  days  and  his  big  game 
had  neglected  what  I  think  is  a  hunting  expeditions  in  the  1930s  as  if 
father’s  duty,  his  responsibility  to  they  happened  yesterday, 
lead  (his  son),  guide  him  and  direct  His  23  hunting  trophies,  appraised 
him  in  the  right  way.  at  $217,000,  which  hung  in  the  antique 


Webb  is  editor,  Illinois  Baptist. 
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Inlo  tko  Hands  of  •  Faithful  Cvoator 


A  happy  new  year 


We  have  just  entered  into  a  new  day  is  ours  to  determine.  The  true  goal  is  the  same  —  Jesus, 

year.  Though  it’s  only  a  calendar  line  Maybe  we  didn’t  do  well  in  1984.  The  non-Christian  likely  will  not 
of  demarcation  that  could  have  been  Maybe  we  did  well  but  want  to  do  bet-  realize  it,  but  Jesus  should  be  his 
established  at  any  time  during  the  12  ter.  The  new  year  is  the  point  at  which  guiding  star  also.  It  can  be  no  other 
months,  we  have  chosen  Jan.  l  afc  our  to  say  the  past  is  behind  and  a  new  way  for  the  true  direction  in  life, 
time  of  a  new  beginning.  start  can  be  made  to  enhance  the  So  we  have  a  new  year.  Have  our 

New  Year-’s  Day  is  a  worldwide  future.  eyes  been  fixed  on  Jesus?  There  is 

time  of  starting  over.  All  four  billion  We  say  this  very  year,  the  real  failure  otherwise.  Now  is  a  good  time 
plus  of  the  world’s  population  look  question  is  whether  or  not  there  is  a  to  make  a  change  if  our  goal  has  been 
upon  New  Year’s  Day  as  a  time  for  significant  improvement  from  year  to  wrong.  And  once  our  direction  is 
starting  to  do  a  better  job  of  living  or  year,  or  do  we  just  start  over  and  slide  right,  our  next  order  of  business  is  to 
hoping  that  it  will  be  the  beginning  of  back  and  start  over  and  slide  back,  look  around  and  find  those  who  have 
better  things  in  life.  In  this  instance  as  with  any  other  not  been  able  to  get  their  directions 

Each  of  us  has  a  bright,  new  sheet  endeavor  in  life,  if  significant  pro1  properly  established.  They  need  help, 
of  life  before  us  to  write  upon  gress  is  to  be  made,  there  needs  to  be  We  have  what  they  need.  We  are 
significantly,  to  use  for  doodling,  or  a  fixed  point  out  ahead  on  which  the  obligated  to  share  it.  We  must  seek  to 
to  fail  to  use  in  any  meaningful  way.  attention  can  be  riveted  and  toward  make  the  new  year  a  happy  one  for 
We  may  not  have  control  of  all  of  the  which  the  efforts  can  be  directed.  those  who  have  been  moving  in  the 
forces  and  influences  that  will  be  This  goal  should  be  Jesus.  We  keep  wrong  direction, 
brought  to  bear  as  we  make  our  way  our  spiritual  eyes  on  him  and  keep  This  is  our  design  for  our  own  Hap- 
through  this  new  year.  We  do,  moving  on  or  we  will  begin  to  py  New  Year, 
however,  control  our  own  reactions  to  flounder,  to  slide  back.  And  The  Baptist  Record  wishes  for 

those  forces  and  influences.  How  we  It  makes  no  difference  if  the  in-  all  its  readers  a  very  happy  and 
meet  the  challenges  of  living  day  by  dividual  is  Christian  or  non-Christian,  meaningful  1985. 


'MY  TIME*  ARE  IN  THY  HAND  KA.  3)  'JS 


BEHOLDJ  MAKE  ALLTHI N65  NEW KEV.2J-S 


Guest  opinion 


On  being  Southern  Baptist 


By  W.  Levon  Moore 

It  is  one  thing  to  belong  to  a  A  growing  attitude  of  independence  ing.  Naturally,  not  all  Southei 
Southern  Baptist  Church.  It  is  quite  and  its  corollary,  anti-denomination-  tists  agree  on  all  theological 

another  thing  to  be  Southern  Baptist,  i  “  ‘ _ u  _  _ _ 

There  are,  obviously,  many  members  Baptist  Churches.  Some  members  of  i 

of  Southern  Baptist  churches  who  our  churches  are  quite  vocal  in  their  his  theological  beliefs.  Much  of  what  tions  for  administering  st7at^Tc  sk>n  aiid^io^hTth^aTtem^to 

know  httle  about  Southern i  Baptist  criticism  of  Southern  Baptist  leaders  passes  as  Baptist  doctrine  is  not  ministries  in  the  life  of  L  ch3 

distinctive ,  and  some  exhibit  little  or  and  in  their  opposition  to  Southern  biblical  but  is  simply  a  subjective  Southern  Baptists  have  some  of  the  Baptist  body  This  is  intellectually 

idea  based  on  nothing  more  substan-  best  orgSSial  meZs  eve  SKonL^^tX“y 
note  that  in  some  Baptist  gatherings  tial  than  the  shallow  imagination  of  devised  for  an  effective  church  Before  a  man  is  called  to  be  pastor  of 
gCi  ^ir  am*”f  a  Biblical  illiterate  or  the  highly  emo-  ministry.  These  should  not  be  disdain-  a  church,  sufficient  questions  should 

when  they  attack  some  leader  or  refer  tional  personal  experience  of  an  over-  ed  and  discarded  just  tepause  they  be  asked  and  thorough  investigation 
l"  ^  ?erf°f 3  ^  I^ai^ert  £  sTe  ly  pious  ^-Proclaimed  super-saint  are  Southern  Baptisf^Fo  make  should  make  to  clearly  determine 
°f  BaptlSt  lfe  I**?  Baptists  are  a  people  of  The  Book ;  Southern  Baptist  organizations  and  whether  or  not  the  prospective  pastor 

whf  18  comp?un<!ed  and  <*“•  theological  positions  must  be  programs  effective,  it  is  necessary  to  is  indeed  a  Baptist  philosphically  and 

when  there  is  httle  or  no  justification  based  on  the  very  best  principles  of  use  the  denominational  literature  and  theologically, 

for  such  critical  attacks.  Biblical  scholarships,  guided  by  the  materials  designed  for  these  Fourth,  In  Mission  Support 

Southern  Baptists  should  strive  to  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  confirmed  by  organizations.  Many  of  our  churches  Numerous  para-churchgroups 

be  Southern  Baptists  in  at  least  four  the  consensus  of  generations  of  com-  are  depriving  their  people  of  the  best  radio  and  T.V.  ministries,  and  other 

3r^fS  .  .  mitted  Baptists.  possible  Bible  study  aids  and  pro-  independent  movements  are  making 

First,  In  Theological  Beliefs  ,  Second,  In  Organizational  Struc-  gram  materials  by  going  to  non-  bids  for  Southern  Baptist  financial 
In  Uie  average  church,  not  enough  tures  and  Programs.  Baptist  publishing  houses.  These  support.  Southern  Baptist  members 

attention  is  given  to  the  teaching  of  Organization  alone  does  not  make  materials  are  not  better,  nor  are  they  and  Southern  Baptist  churches  should 
the  Bible  and  to  Baptist  doctrines,  a  church,  but  a  church  must  have  a  cheaper,  “even  though  some  in-  direct  their  financial  support  to 
There  may  be  tremendous  dif-  certain  amount  and  type  of  organiza-  dividuals  have  been  misled  into  Southern  Rantict 


tional  loyalty. 

..  .  _  - - o - «uu  vmiu  uiuiui  icaucia  Occasionally,  non-Southern  Baptist 

alism,  are  increasing  m  Southern  but  a  genuine  Southern  Baptist  may  should  strive  with  all  diligence  to  set  preachers  get  into  Southern  Baptist 
ms  .  nrr  suss  be  known  by  the  Biblical  soundness  of  up  and  maintain  sufficient  organiza-  churches  then  cause  unrest,  confu- 

mir  rnnrrnpc  am  nmto  m  fKair  _ 1  w * _ »_  _ a; _  «  .  .  .  .  ...  _  _  * 
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materials  are  the  best  available.  colleges,  numerous  hospitals  and 

Third,  In  Pastoral  Leadership.  homes  for  children  and  the  aged,  and 

Unfortunately,  some  pastors  of  a  large  number  of  service  agencies 
Southern  Baptist  churches  are  not  for  the  churches  are  unmatched  by 
Southern  Baptist.  Pulpit  committees  any  other  evangelical  denomination, 
should  exercise  extreme  caution  in  Their  work  is  often  made  more  dif- 
recommending  a  pastin’ .  They  should  ficult,  however,  by  those  who  are  in¬ 
make  thorough  examination  of  a  pro-  fluenced  to  channel  money  into  non- 
spective  pastor  at  the  point  of  his  Southern  Baptist  causes, 
denominational  commitment.  Four  areas  hve  been  pin-pointed  in 

Many  of  our  churches  have  called  which  churches  should  endeavor  to  be 
1 *e“:_F?«>.ching  committed  Southern  Baptists. 
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Religious  groups  ask  court 
to  decide  ‘equal  access’ 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Led  by  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs,  religious  groups  representing 
more  than  100  U.S.  denominations 
with  some  80  million  members  have 
asked  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to 
uphold  the  right  of  secondary  school 
students  to  conduct  on-campus 
religious  meetings,  provided  they  are 
student-initiated,  student-controlled, 
and  not  sponsored  by  public  schools. 

In  a  friend-of-the-court  brief  filed 
Dec.  13  in  the  case  of  Bender  v. 
Williamsport  Area  School  District, 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  general 
counsel  John  W.  Baker  asked  the  high 
court  to  overturn  a  lower  federal 
panel’s  ruling  that  a  student-run 
religious  group  in  Williamsport,  Pa. 
High  School  was  not  entitled  to  meet 
during  a  designated  extracurricular 
activities  period. 

“Many  of  those  persons  who  are 
responsible  for  operating  our  nation’s 
public  schools  have  either  failed  to 
read  or  have  grossly  misread  this 
Court’s  decisions,’’  Baker  wrote, 
referring  to  the  high  court’s  1962  and 
1963  decisions  invalidating  state- 
sponsored  devotional  exercises.  “As 
a  result,  many  school  districts  have 
assumed  or  have  bfcen  persuaded  that 
all  religious  activities  in  the  public 


By  Stan  Hastey 

schools,  even  when  the  state  is  not  in¬ 
volved  in  those  activities,  are  un¬ 
constitutional.” 

Baker,  whose  brief  was  filed  for  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee,  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals,  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  also  asked  the  court 
to  review  the  Williamsport  case  in 
light  of  congressional  passage  this 
year  of  the  Equal  Access  Act 
guaranteeing  students  the  right  to 
meet  on  school  premises  for  religious 
purposes. 

The  Williamsport  case,  the  third 
such  dispute  to  reach  the  Supreme 
Court  in  recent  years,  originated 
when  local  school  administrators 
denied  permission  to  an  evangelical 
student  group,  Petros,  to  meet  on  an 
equal  footing  with  other  student 
groups  in  the  central  Pennsylvania 
town’s  high  school.  Williamsport 
school  policy  set  aside  two  one-hour 
periods  weekly  for  such  extracur¬ 
ricular  activities. 

But  when  student  Lisa  Bender  and 
a  group  of  her  friends  asked  permis¬ 
sion  for  Petros  to  meet,  the  school 
principal  said  no.  After  his  denial  was 
upheld  by  the  school  board,  the 
students  went  to  court.  Although  a 


U.S.  district  court  judge  upheld  the 
students’  right  to  meet,  the  Third  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  of  Appeals  reversed, 
leading  to  the  appeal  to  the  high  court. 

Twice  before,  in  cases  from  Lub¬ 
bock,  Texas,  and  Guilderland,  N.Y., 
the  court  has  refused  to  review  courts 
of  appeals  rulings  that  likewise  held 
against  religious  groups  in  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  meet  on  school  premises.  „ 

But  the  earlier  cases,  according  to 
Baker,  “had  factual  and/or  historical 
problems  which  made  them -hard 
cases.”  In  contrast,  he  argued,  the 
Williamsport  dispute  involves  legal 
isues  that  “are  clear  and  thoroughly 
evolved.” 

Without  Supreme  Court  resolution 
of  those  issues,  Baker  elaborated, 
school  officials  “find  themselves  in  a 
‘Catch  22’  situation”  in  which  they 
may  be  sued  if  they  permit  the 
gatherings  or  if  they  refuse  to  permit 
them. 

“In  order  to  prevent  a  flood  of 
litigation  from  both  sides  of  the 
issue,”  Baker  concluded,  “it  is  essen¬ 
tial”  that  the  high  court  resolve  the 
matter.  V 

When  Jne  justices  will  decide 
whether  to  hear  the  case  is  unknown. 

Hastey  writes  for  Baptist  Press. 


Foreign  Mission  Board  appoints 
seven  couples  from  Mississippi 


RICHMOND,  Va.  —  Seven  couples 
with  Mississippi  connections  were 
among  43  people  named  missionaries 
by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  Dec.  11 
at  Northminister  Baptist  Church, 
Richmond,  Va. 

Coreys  to  Guatemala 
Charles  and  Patricia  Corey  will 
work  in  Guatemala,  where  he  will  be 
a  general  evangelist  and  she  will  be. 
a  church  and  home  worker.  He  just 
resigned  the  pastorate  at  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  Margarita,  Cristobal, 
Republic  of  Panama,  for  missionary 
appointment. 

Born  in  De  Kalb,  Ill.,  Charles  S. 


Corey  Jr.  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Corey  of  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 
He  considers  Holly  Springs  and  New 
Orleans,  1^.,  his  hometowns. 

He  received  the  bachelor  of  science 
degree  from  Mississippi  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  also 
attprfde^XNorthwest  Mississippi 
^Jdnior  College,  Senatobia,  and 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 

He  has  worked  as  a  teacher  and 
coach  in  Columbus,  Miss.;  an  ac¬ 
tivities  director  at  a  children’s  home 
in  Louisville;  a  houseparent  for  a 
social  service  agency,  and  a  foster 


boarding  home  parent,  also  with  an 
agency  in  New  Orleans. 

He  has  served  as  a  summer  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Ecuador,  sponsored  by 
Agriculture  Missions  Foundation. 

Bom  in  Meridian,  Miss.,  Mrs.  Cor¬ 
ey,  the  former  Patricia  Gilbert,  is  the 
daughter  of  James  P.  and  Dottie 
Gilbert,  Baptist  missionaries  in 
Panama.  While  growing  up  she  lived 
in  Quito,  Ecuador,  where  her  parents 
also  served  as  missionaries,  and 
Jackson  and  Newton,  Miss.  She  con¬ 
siders  New  Orleans  her  hometown. 

She  received  the  bachelor  of 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


W^ere  There's  A  Will . . . 
TIjere's  AW\y 


MaI<e  YxrWiII  MontIh 


This  is  the  way  it  works 


It  started  because  her  pastor,  Joe 
McKeever,  First  Chufch,  Columbus, 
understands  the  ministry  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  Thus 
he  invited  Harold  Kitchings,  Founda¬ 
tion  executive  secretary,  to  explain 
this  ministry  to  his  congregation. 

Mrs.  Fannie  May  Cox,  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Columbus,  heard  the 
presentation.  Having  no  close 
relatives,  the  idea  of  leaving  the  ma¬ 
jor  portion  of  her  estate  to  the  Lord’s 
work  through  the  Foundation  appeal- 

For  10th  year 


ed  to  her. 

After  consultation  and  guidance 
from  her  C.P.A.,  W.  C.  Thomas,  a 
deacon  in  First  Church,  Columbus, 
Mrs.  Cox  had  her  will  drawn  to  fulfill 
her  desire  to  serve  the  Lord  even 
while  she  has  fellowship  with  Him. 

This  is  really  the  way  it  is  suppos¬ 
ed  to  work.  Today  more  than  $175,000 
is  working  for  the  Lord  through  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation. 
“Where  There’s  a  Will .  .  .  There’s  a 
Way.”— Harold  Kitchings 


F oundation  income 
reflects  increase 


Johnny  and  Laurie  Taylor 


Charles  and  Patricia  Corey 


Freddie  and  Karen  Womble 


At  the  semi-annual  meeting,  Dec.  13 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation, 
Harold  Kitchings,  executive 
secretary,  highlighted  the  work  of  the 
Foundation  during  1984.  The  auditor’s 
report  reflects  that  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1984,  the  total  corpus 
of  Participants’  Funds  administered 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
was  $8,325,564,  an  increase  of  $373,864 
over  the  previous  year. 

Bill  Baker,  president,  welcomed  the 
newest  member  of  the  board,  William 
Cassel  oE  Union;  and  appreciation 
was  expressed  for  the  work  of  John  N. 
Dow  die  of  Columbus  for  his  six  years 
of  service  as  a  trustee. 

The  record  reflects  an  increase  for 
the  10th  consecutive  year  in  both  the 
percentage  of  yield  and  the  earned  in¬ 


come  in  dollars.  In  spite  of  an 
economic  trend  pointing  downward, 
the  rate  of  yield  increased  to  10.30  per¬ 
cent  and  the  number  of  dollars  earn¬ 
ed  rose  to  $795,908,  an  increase  of 
$40,451  over  the  previous  year,  Kit¬ 
chings  noted. 

Christian  Education  remains  the 
number  one  cause  (50  percent)  sup¬ 
ported  by  donors  to  this  ministry.  Ap¬ 
proximately  $247,990  was  earned  for 
and  delivered  to  Baptist  colleges  in 
Mississippi.  In  addition,  some  finan¬ 
cial  assistance  was  provided  132 
Mississippi  students  attending  six 
Southern  Baptist  seminaries  during 
the  school  year  1983-84.  Many  of  these 
students  are  currently  serving 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  while 
continuing  their  theological  training, 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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Foreign  Board  appoints  seyefTMississippi  couples 


Paul  and  Virginia  Smith 
(Continued  from  page  3) 
science  degree  from  Mississippi  State 
University  and  the  master  of  religious 
education  degree  from  New  Orleans 
seminary.  She  also  attended  Clarke 
College.  She  has  worked,  with  her 
husband,  as  a  foster  boarding  home 
parent  for  an  agency  in  New  Orleans. 
She  also  has  served  as  a  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  summer  missionary  in 
California,  and  summer  missionary 
in  Ecuador,  with  her  husband. 

The  Coreys  have  three  children: 
Stephanie  Lynn,  born  in  1976; 
Sheridan  James,  1979;  and  Scott 
Gilbert,  1982. 

Flemings  to  Guam 
Binion  6.  and  Pattie  Fleming  will 
work  as  missionary  associates  in 
Guam,  where  he  will  be  an  English- 
language  pastor  and  she  will  be  a 
church  and  home  worker.  Currently 
he  is  pastor  of  Marshall  Road  Baptist 


On  being  t 

Southern  Baptist 

(Continued  from  page  2)  ■ 

and  members  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches  are  Southern  Baptists  in 
name  only. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is 
not  some  monstrous  impersonal 
denominational  hierarchy  but  rather 
the  corporate  effort  of  more  than  four¬ 
teen  million  Bible  believing  Chris¬ 
tians  in  over  thirty-seven  thousand 
local,  autonomous  churches,  volun¬ 
tarily  and  cooperatively  working 
together  to  carry  out  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  mandates  of  our  Lord,  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  areas  of  evangelism,  Bi¬ 
ble  study,  Christian  education, 
discipleship  training,  ministry,  and 
mission  outreach  arOund  the  world. 
The  leaders  of  every  segment  of  this 
vast  denominational  are  all 

active,  cooperating  local 

Baptist  churches, 

My  appeal  is  noi,&t ^blanket, 
blind-folded,  non-49c)$klel,  no¬ 
questions  -  asked  MHViptance  of 
everything  bearing --Ah*  name 
“Southern  Baptist.’*  Rather,  it  is  for 
the  acknowledgement  that  in  this 
denomination  we  have  a  worthy  vehi¬ 
cle  through  which  we  can  confident¬ 
ly  minister  In  earring  out  the  man¬ 
dates  of  the  New  Testament.  In  that 
frame  of  reference,  every  member  of 
every  Southern  Baptist  church  should 
be  able  to  say  without  apology,  “I  am 
a  Southern  Baptist.” 

Jfl.  Leyea  Moor*£fttrecU>r  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Attala  Association. 


Ralph  and  Lynda  Bethea 


Rondal  and  Charlene  Kilgore 

Church,  Jacksonville,  Ark. 

Born  in  Amite  County,  Miss., "Flem¬ 
ing  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Eunice  Fleming 
of  Monroe,  La.,  and  the  late  Enos  H. 
Fleming.  While  growing  up  he  also 
lived  in  Transl vania,  La.  Heeonsiders 
Lake  Providence,  La.,  his  hometown 
and  Translvania,  Baptist  Church  his 
home  church. 

He  received  the  bachelor  of  science 
degree  from  Northeast  Louisiana 
University,  Monroe,  and  the  bachelor 
of  divinity  and  master  of  divinity 
degrees  from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

He  served  as  a  chaplain  in  the  U.S. 
Army.  He  also  served  as  pastor  in 
Montana,  Washington,  and  Alabama. 
He  was  a  Home  Mission  Board  sum¬ 
mer  missionary  in  Utah  and  Idaho.  v 

Born  in  Bibb  County,  Ala.,  Mrs. 
Fleming,  the  former  Pattie  Murphy, 
is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Murphy,  formerly  of  Cen- 
treville,  Ala.  She  grew  up  in 
Centreville. 

She  received  the  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  The  University  of 
Alabama,  and  the  master  of  educa¬ 
tion  degree  from  Livingston  Univer¬ 
sity.  She  also  attended  New  Orleans 
seminary.  She  has  worked  as  a 
teacher  She  also  has  served  as  a 
Home  Mission  Beard  summer  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Illinois. 

The  Flemings  have  two  grown, 
children. 

Wombles  to  Paraguay 

Freddie  W.  and  Karen  Womble  will 
work  in  Paraguay,  where  he  will  be 
a  general  evangelist  and  she  will  be 
a  church  and  home  worker.  Current¬ 
ly  he  is  pastor  of  Rock  Hill  Church, 
Mount  Olive,  Miss. 

Bom  in  Vicksburg,  Miss^,  Womble  . 
is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Betty  Chadwick  of 
Monticello,  and  the  late  Floyd  E. 
Womble,  formerly  of  Belzoni.  He  con¬ 
siders  Monticello  his  hometown  and 
Sauls  Valley  Baptist  Church  there  his 
home  church.  ,*> 

He  received  the  bachelor  of  arts 


Binion  and  Pattie  Fleming 


degree  from  William  Carey  College, 
and  the  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  has 
served  as  pastor  of  Bethlehem 
Church,  Benton,  Miss. 

Bora  in  Terceira,  Azores,  Mrs. 
Womble,  the  former  Karen  Rodden, 
is  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Jack  W.  Rod¬ 
den  of  Mobile,  Ala.  While  growing  up 
she  also  lived  in  Pontiac,  Mich.,  and 
Mobile. 

She  received  the  bachelor  of 
science  degree  from  William  Carey 
College.  She  has  worked  as  a 
teacher’s  aide  in  Hattiesburg;  billing 
clerk  and  secretary  in  New  Orleans  ; 
and  receptionist  and  secretary  in 
Yazoo  City.  Currently  she  is  a  cor¬ 
respondence  specialist  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Southern  Mississippi  Nursing 
School,  Hattiesburg. 

Taylors  to  Brazil 

Johnny  W.  and  Laurie  Taylor  will 
work  in  Equatorial  Brazil,  where  he 
will  be  a  religious  education  consul¬ 
tant  and  she  will  be  a  church  and 
home  worker.  Currently  he  is 
minister  of  education  at  Gardenside 
Baptist  Church,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Bom  and  reared  in  Alexander  City, 
Ala.,  Taylor  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Gladys 
Taylor  of  that  city  and  the  late  John 
H.  Taylor. 

He  received  the  associate  of  arts 
degree  from  Clarke  College;  bachelor 
of  science  in  education  degree  from 
Mississippi  College;  and  master  of 
religious  education  degree  from 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 

He  has  served  as  pastor  of  Beech 
Grove  Church,  Pattison,  Miss.; 
minister  to  youth  at  Clarksdale 
Church  (Miss.)  and  Shively  Heights 
Church,  Louisville,  Ky.  and  minister 
of  education  and  youth  at  First 
Church,  Whitesburg,  Ky.  He  also  has 
served  as  a  Home  Mission  Board 
summer  missionary  in  West  Virginia. 

Born  in  Lafayette,  La.,  Mrs. 
Taylor,  the  former  Laurie  Kirkland, 
is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivy 
D.  Kirkland  of  Dallas  Tex.  While 
growing  up  she  also  lived  in  Houma, 
Lafayette,  New  Iberia,  and  Morgan 
City,  La.,  and  in  Jackson,  Miss.  She 
considers  Jackson  her  hometown  and 
Van  Winkle  Church  there  her  home 
church. 

She  received  the  associate  of  arts 
degree  from  Clarke  College;  the 
bachelor  of  science  in  education 
degree  from  Mississippi  College;  and 
the  master  of  religious  education 
degree  from  Southern  Seminary TsBe 
also  attended  Southwestern 
Seminary.  ' 

She  has  worked  as  a  director  of  a 
child  care  center  and  merchandise 
clerk  in  Louisville;  a  teacher  in 
Clarksdale;  and  a  journalism  intern 


for  the  Kentucky  Baptist  paper, 
Western  Recorder.  She  also  has  serv¬ 
ed  as  minister  of  childhood  education 
at  First  Church,  Whitesburg.  Current¬ 
ly  she  is  a  correspondent  for  Western 
Recorder  and  free  lance  writer,  and 
a  conference  leader. 

The  Taylors  have  two  children: 
Ashley  Michele,  bom  in  1979;  and 
Jonathan  Kirkland,  1981. 

Betheas  to  Kenya 

Ralph  C.  Bethea  Jr.  and  his  wife, 
Lynda,  will  work  in  Kenya,  where  he 
will  be  a  general  evangelist  and  she 
will  be  a  church  and  home  worker. 
Currently  he  is  executive  director  of 
Love  America,  in  Edwards,  Miss.  • 
They  are  members  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson. 

Bora  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  Bethea  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  C.  Bethea 
of  Claremore,  Okla.  His  parents  are 
former  missionaries  to  Indonesia, 
Tanzania,  and  India.  While  growing 
up  he  also  lived  in  Memphis,  Term. ; 
Jackson,  Miss.;  Kediri,  Indonesia; 
Mbeya,  Tanzania;  and  Bangalore,  In¬ 
dia.  He  considers  Memphis  his 
hometown. 

He  received  the  bachelor  of  science 


degree  from  Mississippi  College,  and 
master  of  divinity  and  doctor  of 
philosophy  degrees  from  Southern 
Seminary. '  He  also  attended  the 
University  of  Bangalore,  Bangalore, 
India,  and  the  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Ruschlikon-Zurich, 
Switzerland. 

He  has  served  as  pastor  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Indiana,  and  Oklahoma.  He 
has  been  assistant  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Tulsa,  and  a  short-term  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Kenya,  sponsored  by 
Africa  Inland  Mission,  Pearl  River, 
N.Y. 

Born  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  Mrs. 
Bethea,  the  former  Lynda  Sharp,  is 
the  daughter  of  the  late  Grady  and 
Peggy  Sharp,  formerly  of  Huntsville, 
Ala.  While  growing  up  she  also  lived 
in  Biloxi,  Miss.;  Los  Angeles  and 
Fullerton,  Calif. ;  and  Huntsville,  Ala. 
She  considers  Jackson  her  hometown. 

She  received  the  bachelor  of 
science  degree  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  School  of  Nursing, 
Jackson.  She,  too,  attended  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Ruschlikon- 
Zurich,  Switzerland.  She  has  worked 
_ (Continued  on  page  5) 


Officers  elected  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  were,  left  to  right,  Kearney 
Travis  Jr.,  Executive  Committee  member;  Norris  Stampfey,  vice-president;  Bill  Baker, 
president;  Paul  Breazeale,  treasurer;  Aubrey  Boone,  chairman,  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee;  Charles  Lofton,  Executive  Committee  member. 

Foundation  income  .  .  . 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
Kitchings  said. 

Foreign  missions,  home  missions, 
state  missions,  the  Baptist  Children’s 
Village,  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center,  and  the  Cooperative 
Program  received  about  40  percent  of 
the  earned  income  The  other  ten  per 
cent  went  to  annuitants  whose  earn¬ 
ed  income  will  go  to  one  of  the  above 
mentioned  mission  causes  as  the 
decease  of  these  annuitants,  Kit¬ 
chings  pointed  out. 

“Perhaps  the  greatest  prospect  for 
the  future  of  the  Foundation  rests 
upon  the  fact  that  more  of  our  Bap¬ 
tist  people  are  beginning  to 
remember  the  Lord’s  wprk  in  their 
wills.  The  very  thought  of  contlhuThg 
to  serve  the  Lord  even  after  death  is 
an  exciting  concept,  “Kitchings 
declared. 

The  officers  elected  were  Bill 
Baker,  Clinton,  president;  Norris 
Stampley,  Jackson,  vice-president; 


Paul  Breazeale,  Jackson,  treasurer; 
A.  L.  Boone,  Winona,  chairman,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee;  Charles  Lofton, 
Brookhaven,  Executive  Committee; 
Kearney  Travis  Jr.,  Hattiesburg,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee;  Mickey  Fleming, 
Crystal  Springs,  Budget  Committee 
chairman;  Harvey  Ray,  Meridian, 
Budget  Committee;  and  Cassel, 
Budget  Committee. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  chairs, 

Van  Hinkle 
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Jurntaljingn  & 
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Evangelism  leaders  express 
concern  over  baptism  decline 


Thursday,  January  3,  1985 
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Convocation  held  on 
church  development 


By  Jim  Newton 

,  _  X  • 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  (BP)—  day  national  conference  referred  to  General  Convention,  blamed  the 
Southern  Baptist  evangelism  leaders  the  statistical  decline,  suggesting  decline  in  baptisms  and  lack  of  con- 
meeting  in  Canada  expressed  “grave  other  possible  reasons.  cern  "about  evangelism  on  the 

concern”  after  being  told  baptism  of  Bob  Hamblin,  SBC  Home  Mission  members  of  SBC  churches, 
new  convents  declined  during  1963-84.  Board  vice-president  for  evangelism,  “Do  you  know  why  we  are  down  in 
“We  are  not  winning  America  to  said  the  decrease  is  an  indication  baptisms?”  Hogue  asked  rhetorical- 
Chnst,  we  are  losing,”  the  state  direc-  Southern  Baptists  are  not  really  con-  ly.  “It’s  because  we  have  too  many 
tors  of  evangelism  said  in  a  consen-  cerried  about  evangelism.  unregenerate  members  in  our  chur- 

sus  statement.  They  pledged  to  pray  In  another  speech,  C.  B.  Hogue  of  ches.” 

Tulsa,  Okla.,  executive  director-elect  Jim  Newton  writes  for  the  HMB. 
of  the  California  Southern  Baptist  . 


A  convocation  on  Black  church  “The  purpose  of  the  church  is  simp- 

development  Dec.  14  and  15,  spon-  ly  to  glorify  God.  If  the  church 
sored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  understands  its  tasks,  you  alleviate  a 
Seminary  in  Jackson,  was  attended  lot  of  dissension  in  the  church,” 
by  160  persons  from  across  the  state.  Young  said,  adding  that  the  church  is 
Speaking  at  the  convocation,  which  not  a  place  “for  glory  seekers.” 
was  held  at  the  New  Hope  Missionary  McPherson  said  Black  churches 

Baptist  Church  in  Jackson,  were  Sid  need  the  “proper  food”  to  develop. 
Smith  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  in  That  is  “the  Word  of  God.” 
Nashville;  Willie  McPherson,  a  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  is 
native  of  Oklahoma  who  serves  as  a  a  cooperative  venture  of  National  and 
consultant  with  the  Black  Church  Southern  Baptists.  It  is  owned  and 
Relations  Department  of  the  Home  operated  by  trustees  elected  by  two 
Mission  Board;  J.  D.  Ellis,  who  is  a  denominations  in  Mississippi, 
national  consultant  in  evangelism;  Richard  Brogan  is  president  of  the 
and  Jerry  Young,  pastor  of  New  Hope  seminary,  and  Hickman  Johnson  is 
Church.  dean  of  academic  affairs. 


Baptists  to 


evangelism  their  top  priority. 

During  the  conference,  SBC  Home 
Mission  Board  researcher  Jack 
Washington  presented  a  statistical 
report  indicating  SBC  churches  bap¬ 
tized  about  375,000  new  believers  dur¬ 
ing  1963-84,  the  third  consecutive  year 
decline. 

Washington  pointed  out  it  is  the  se-  (Continued  from  page  4)  ploration  geologist  for  an  oil  company 

cond  time  in  the  1980s  the  number  of  as  a  nurse  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  Lafayette,  La. ;  and  a  student  store 
baptisms  has  been  below  the  400,000  Seymour,  Ind.,  and  Jackson,  Miss,  manager  at  New  Orleans  seminary, 
mark.  She  also  served  with  her  husband  as  He  also  has  served  as  interim  direc - 

Washington  said  his  report  was  bas-  a  short-term  missionary  in  Kenya,  tor  of  education  of  the  Baptist 
ed  on  a  telephone  survey  of  the  state  The  Betheas  have  four  children:  Association  of  Greater  New  Orleans, 
convention  offices,  which  receive  Ralph  Chambers  III,  born  in  1973;  Born  in  Tulsa,  Mrs.  Killgore,  the 
copies  of'the  “Uniform  Church  Let¬ 
ter”  statistical  report  provided  by  the 
35,000-plus  churches  affiliated  with 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Just  a  few  days  after  the  meeting, 
the  SBC  Sunday  School  Board 
research  and  statistics  office  releas¬ 
ed  projections  based  on  analysis  of 

the  Uniform  Church  Letter  reports.  The  Smiths  will  work  in  Morocco 
indicating  the  projected  number  of  where  he  will  be  a  general  evangelist  Orleans  and  Ocean  Springs.  She  also 
baptisms  for  1963-84  would  be  about  and  she  will  be  a  church  and  home  has  served  as  secretary  at  Northside 
368,957,  a  decrease  of  25,649  or  6.5  worker.  Currently  be  is  pastor  of  Baptist  Church,  Lafayette,  La.  Cur- 
percent.  Good  Hope  Church,  West  Monroe,  La.  rently  she  is  a  kindergarten  teacher 

Washington  acknowledged  his  They  served  as  missionaries  to  Jor-  at  First  Church,  Gautier, 
figures  were  slightly  higher,  based  on  dan  for  19  years  before  resigning  in 
statistic?  from  the  state  conventions  1960.  Before  their  resignation  he  was 

rather  than  projections  based  on  the  pastor  and  chaplain  of  a  Protestant  . 

UCLs.  fellowship  in  Saudi  Arabia.  _  Zj  A, _ 

Washington  said  the  reports  in-  Born  in  Lawrence  County,  Miss., 
dicate  the  number  of  baptisms  in-  Smith  received  the  bachelor  of  arts 

creased  in  eight  state  conventions  degree  from  Mississippi  College,  and  //  / 

(plus  Puerto  Rico).  the  master  of  divinity  degree  from 

State  conventions  reporting  in-  Southern  Seminary  He  also  attended 
creases  were  Hawaii  (up  33  percent),  the  University  of  Texas.  Flora  Church,  in  an  effort  to  meet 

Kansas-Nebraska,  Missouri,  Nevada,  Born  in  Farmington,  Mo.  Mrs.  its  final  annual  installment  and  retire 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania-South  Jersey,  Smith,  the  former  Virginia  Walker,  the  Church  debt  of  $3,180.00, 
South  Carolina  and  Wyoming.  received  the  associate  of  arts  degree  designated  Sunday,  Dec.  16,  as 

Decreases  in  baptisms  were  from  Southwest  Baptist  University;  “Challenge  Day.”  The  church  not  on- 
reported  by  23  state  conventions,  the  bachelor  of  science  degree  from  ly  reached  its  goal,  but  exceeded  this 
Three  were  the  same,  and  four  had  no  the  University  of  Missouri ;  and  the  amount  and  collected  an  additional 
data  available,  said  Washington,  master  of  religious  education  degree  $12,000.00  which  will  go  into  the 
associate  in  the  HMB  research  from  Carver  School  of  Missions  (now  Church  Building  Fund, 
division.  Southern  Seminary). 

Washington  said  the  data  does  not  The  Smiths  have  four  grown  The  Homemakers  Sunday  School 
indicate  “why”  the  decline  in  bap-  children.  The  couple  plans  to  go  to  Class  (ladies  50  —  above)  of  New 
tisms  occurred  during  a  time  when  Morocco  in  February  1965.  Palestine  Church,  Pearl  River 

Southern  Baptists  are  placing  heavy  Kilgores  to  Brazil  Center  Association,  gave  $1,612.22  above 

emphasis  on  Bold  Mission  Thrust  and  Rondal  L.  and  CharleneJ£ilgore  their  tithes  to  direct  missions  causes 
evangelism.  He  observed,  however,  will  work  in  North  BraziL/(vhere  he  this  past  year.  Gifts  ranged  from 
that  during  1963,  there  were  6,002  SBC  will  be  a  religious  education  consul-  $13.65  to  $360.00  and  were  given  to 
churches,  almost  one-sixth  of  the  tant  and  she  will  be  a  church  and  help  meet  needs  as  close  as  a 
total,  which  did  not  report  any  bap-,  home  worker.  Currently  he  is  neighbor  and  as  far  away  as  a  mis- 
tisms  during  the  entire  year.  minister  of  education  and  outreach  at  sionary  family  in  Bangladesh.  One 

A  study  of  statistics  since  1980  First  Church,  Gautier.  class  member  commented,  “Most  of 

revealed  the  number  of  adults  baptiz-  Born  in  Checotah,  Okla.,  Killgore  Ls  the  money  is  raised  by  selling  crafts 
ed  has  remained  fairly  constant,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loyd  Killgore  that  we  make  ourselves.  A  retirement 
Wahsington  added.  The  decreases  of  Tulsa,  Okla.  He  considers  Tulsa  his  income  doesn’t  leave  room  for  much 
during  the  past  three  years  have  been  hometown.  extra  giving,  so  we  find  other  ways.” 

primarily  among  children  and  youth,  He  received  the  bachelor  of  science  David  O.  Briscoe  is  pastor . 


New  lesson  writers 
begin  this  week 


New  writers  of  Sunday  School  graduated  from  Clarke  and  Mississip- 
lesson  commentaries  for  the  Baptist  pi  College,  earned  Th.M.  and  Th.D. 
Record  are  beginning  their  contribu-  degrees  from  Southern  Seminary  and 

ftions  this  week.  pJigjflHBNMHjg 

Bill  R.  Baker,  £g 

pastor  of  First 

Church,  Clinton,  is  W  jjji 

the  Bible 

Book  series.  *-^83 

James  F.  Yates, 
pastor  of  First 

Church,  Yazoo £i-  ^ 

ty,  is  doing  the  Life 

Baker  and  Work  com-  Moore  Yates 

mentaries.  Levon  Moore  of  married  Pauline  Rone.  He  went  to  his 
Kosciusko,  director  of  missions  for  present  position  from  the  pastorate  of 
Attala  Association,  is  commenting  on  First  Church,  Pontotoc, 
the  Uniform  lessons.  Moore  has  contributed  articles  to 

Baker  moved  to  the  Clinton  several  denominational  publications, 
pastorate  in  1973  from  the  pastorate  including  state  Baptist  papers  and 
of  First  Church,  Calhoun  City.  A  magazines  published  by  the  Baptist 
native  of  Pontotoc,  he  obtained  a  B.  A.  Sunday  School  Board, 
degree  from  Mississippi  State,  M.A.  Positions  of  leadership  he  has  held 
degree  from  the  University  of  in  Baptist  work  have  been  numerous. 
Mississippi,  Ph  D.  from  Mississippi  Among  them:  trustee  of  Clarke  Col- 
State,  and  B.D.  from  New  Orleans  lege;  president  and  recording. 
Seminary.  secretary,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Jill  Ap-  vention  Board,  and  member  of  its  Ex- 
plewhite  of  Columbia.  He  has  served  ecutive  Committee;  first  vice- 
as  trustee  for  Clarke  College;  as  a  president,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
member  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  vention;  chairman  of  the  Mississippi 
Convention  Board  and  erf  its  Ex-  Baptist  Education  Commission; 
ecutive  Committee  and  Budget  Com-  chairman  of  the  Plans  and  Policies 
mittee;  and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Mississippi  Baptist  Education  Com¬ 
mission.  He  is  president  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Foundation  trustees,  and  is  author 
of  Catch  the  Vision:  Die  Life  of  Henry 
L.  Whitfield  of  Mississippi. 

Yates,  a  former  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  was 
born  in  Greenville,  Ky.  He  was 
graduated  from  Union  University, 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  He  and  his 
wife,  the  former  Joy  Wirotzious,  have 
four  children. 


Virginia,  were  reappointed  as  mis-  hometown. 

sioiiaries  by  the  Foreign  Mission  She  received  the  associate  of  arts 
Board  during  its  December  meeting  degree  from  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 

Junior  College,  Perkinston.  She  has 
worked  as  a  bookkeeper  in  New 
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- Devotional - 

Laboring  with  the  Father 

By  Earl  KeUy 

For  we  are  laborers  together  with  God. 


|  '  “For  we  are  laborers  together  with  God.”  (I  Cor.  3:9)  I 

My  father  could  accomplish  more  with  physicaUabor  than  any  man  I  have 
ever  known.  Willing  labor  was  a  virtue  he  coveted  for  his  son.  When  the  crops 
were  laid  by  each  summer  he  took  me  into  the  woods  to  help  him  cut 
cordwood  for  the  winter.  My  first  experience  at  cutting 
wood  was  when  I  was  approaching  my  15th  birthday.  Dad 


was  45  and  a  tough  woodsman.  He  selected  a  tall,  white 
nalr  tree  and  taught  me  how  to  pitch  the  tree  so  that  it  would 
do  little  damage  to  the  surrounding  forest  when  it  fell. 

After  felling  the  tree  each  of  us  held  a  handle  on  one  end 
of  a  crosscut  saw  and  faced  each  other  across  the  butt 
end  of  the  fallen  tree.  Then  began  the  longest  and  most  ex¬ 
hausting  hour  of  my  life.  My  father’s  stern,  but  loving, 
|  guidance  taught  me  the  real  meaning  of  co-labor.  I  learn- 


Small  Kentucky  church 
gives  $200,000  for  Ethiop 


By  Craig  Bird 

Ky.  (BP)— A  small  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  go  direct 


BELFRY t 

church  in  the  mountains  of  eastern  ly  to  aid,  with  no  administrative  or  Secondly,  we  hope  to  spark  a  response  0f  thinking  about  the  end  result  we  found  our  own  hearts  warmed.  The  real 
Kentucky  has  given  $20,000  for  Ethio-  promotional  cost  taken  out.  The  FMB  among  other  people  to  respond  to  the  lesson  came  when  the  wood  had  been  cut,  hauled,  and  stacked.  I  still 
pian  hunger  relief.  had  earlier  released  more  than  needs  in  Africa.”  remepiher  the  prjde  that  welled  up  insifte  me  as  I  looked  at  the  cordof  wood 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Belfry  $220.00  for  aid  to  Ethiopia  during  1984.  • It  appears  to  be  working.  we  had  cut.  * 

averages  less  than  135  in  Sundiay  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  —  who  Watt  presented  the  check  to  Cheyne  During  the  month  of  January  I  will  celebrate  the  ninth  anniversary  of  my 

School,  alrady  gives  25  percent  of  all  had  been  restricted  to  working  in  the  Dec.  11  at  a  meeting  of  the  Kentucky  father’s  homegoing,  but  most  of  all  I  will  remember  that  he  taught  me  the 

its  income  to  the  national  Southern  capitol  city  of  Addis  Ababa  by  the  Baptist  Convention.  The  next  day  the  real  meaning  of  co-labor. 

Baptist  mission  and  educational  pro-  Marxist  government  —  are  coor-  church  received  $1,400;  Dec.  13  Whatever  we  may  accomplish  for  God  during  the  year  1985  will  depend  upon 
grams  through  the  Cooperative  Pro-  dinating  the  food  distribution  and  another  $1,000;  Dec.  14  $600.  “We  whether  or  not  we  are  co-laborers  with  God.  Winning  the  world  to  Christ  is 
gram,  and  currently  doesn’t  even  related,  efforts  funded  by  Southern  have  gotten  contributions  from  as  far  not  to  be  accomplished  by  a  solo  operation.  We  will  need  the  rhythmic  har- 
have  a  church  secretary.  Baptist  contributions.  away  as  Louisville,  from  non-  mony  and  singularity  of  purpose — God’spurpose  of  winning  the  hearts  of  men 

But  when  December  tithes  and  of-  The  action  by  First  Baptist  Church,  Baptists,  non-Christians,  we’ve  gotten  with  the  warmth  of  his  love— if  we  are  to  succeed  in  whatever  we  attempt, 
ferings  swelled  the  budget  surplus  to  Belfry  was  not  out  of  character  —  the  contributions  as  large  as  $500  and  as  Lest  we  think  our  own  personal  labor  is  unimportant.  We  need  to  hear  the 
$125,000  the  church  moved  rapidly  to  proportion  of  the  act  was  just  bigger,  small  as  $5,”  he  said.  words  of  Susan  Coolidge: 

aid  drought  victims  on  another  Watt  has  been  pastor  of  the  church  All  the  donations  will  be  forwarded  •  ^ _  GOP’S  PLAN 

continent.  16  months,  “and  a  week  hasn’t  gone  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  for  From  “Commonplace” 

The  church,  locally  in  the  heart  of  by  during  that  time  without  us  help-  distribution.  One  small  life  in  God’s  great  plan, 

the  depressed  coal  industry  (several  ing  somebody,”  he  said.  This  week  The  consistency  of  the  church’s  How  futile  it  seems  as  the  ages  roll, 

the  church  will  distribute  food  baskets  willingness  to  help  others  has  helped  Do  what  it  may,  or  strive  how  it  can, 
or  vouchers  worth  $75-$100  to  25  needy  the  congregation’s  standing  in  the  To  alter  the  sweep  of  the  infinite  whole! 

community.  “Southern  Baptists  are  a  a  single  stitch  in  an  endless  web, 
minority  here  (Belfry  is  located  on  a  drop  in  the  ocean’s  flow  and  ebb! 

Southern  Baptist  relief  the  West  Virginia  border,  not  far  from  But  the  pattern  is  rent  where  the  stitch  is  lost, 

Ohio)  and  many  people  just  don’t  Or  marred  where  the  tangled  threads  have  crossed; 
understand  much  about  Southern  And  each  life  that  fails  of  its  true  intent 
Baptists,”  Watt  said.  The  positive  im-  Mars  the  perfect  plan  that  its  Maker  meant. 

Watt  age  makes  people  more  open  to  the  Earl  Kelly  is  executive  secretary-treasurer  oLthe  Mississippi  Baptist  C (Mi- 
church’s  evangelical  witness.  vention  Board. 

The  gift  will  save  literally 

thousands  of  lives.  The  publicity  sur-  TT  .  "1^  ~  "l 

the  money  can  help  people  instead  of  rounding  the  gift  will  give  church  I  I  'll  T~1  O*  0*1  TT  ft  §1  Tl 

members  the  opportunity  to  explain 

Baptist  ways  —  and  especially  the  -m 

Cooperative  Program  (the  Southern  -i-  ^  -*%  /-I  vr/\  w» 

Baptist  national,  unified  budget  X  CvVl  LI  y  Cdl 

where  churches  voluntarily  pool  their  „  J 

resources  to  more  effectively  present  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  gifts  to  overseas  hunger  relief  and  20 

the  message  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  Southern  Baptist  hunger  experts  are  percent  to  domestic  hunger  relief), 

world)  to  people  unfamiliar  with  hoping  generous  giving  in  December  were  expected  to  bring  1964  domestic 

Southern  Baptist  life  and  work.  will  mean  another  record  year  for  the  hunger  relief  totals  beyond  the  1983 

Bird  writes  for  BP.  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  pro-  figure. 

I  gram  of  worldwide  hunger  relief.  “These  increases  reflect  significant 

pie  Through  Nov.  30,  total  gifts  to  progress  toward  a  biblical  perception 

-  hunger  funds  administered  by  the  of  authentic  Christian  witness,  com- 

Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Boards  passionate  Christian  ministry  and  ef- 

had  surpassed  $4,679,000  —  more  than  fective  Christian  social  action  in 

10  percent  ahead  of  the  11-month  behalf  of  the  hungry,”  said  Foy 

figure  for  1963.  Valentine,  executive  director,  Chris- 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  tian  Life  Commission.  “As  long  as 

reported  11-month  receipts  of  hunger  continues  to  devastate  the 

$4,258,373  for  overseas  hunger  relief,  weakest  and  poorest  of  people  on  the 

while  the  Home  Mission  Board  receiv-  earth,  Christians  are  compelled  to  act 

ed  $421,181  for  domestic  hunger  relief,  compassionately  and  responsibly  to 

John  Cheyne,  human  needs  help  the  hungry  in  Jesus’  name.” 

ministries  consultant  at  the  FMB, 
said  his  office  expects  gifts  to  III 

overseas  hunger  relief  to  reach  $1  III  | [|  I'll  mT^TkTj 
million  more  than  the  record  total  for  I  1  "J  1 1 1  ■  Ml  I  M  I  ■  ■ 

Cheyne  pointed  out  the  FMB  this 
year  already  has  appropriated  more 
than  $3  million  for  Africa,  including 
$1.6  million  devoted  strictly  to 

emergency  food  distribution.  ^ f00i 

December  receipts,  along  with  an 
increase  generated  by  recent  im-  ^ 

Those  appointed  as  church  planter  plementation  by  several  state  conven- 
jprentices,  included  Truitt  L.  and  tions  of  the  80/20  division  suggested 
atricia  L.  Allen  of  Horn  Lake,  Miss.,  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
srving  in  Manistee,  Mich.  (80  percent  of  undesignated  hunger 


church  members  have  been  laid  off 
from  their  jobs),  usually  collects 
$8,000  to  $11,000  each  month  in  con-  families. 

tributions  with  December  being  the  Last  spring  when  floods  ravaged 
strongest  month  financially.  Last  the  area 
December  collections  were  approx-  teams  from  other  cities  used  the 
imately  $35,000.  k  church  as  a  base  and  fed  thousands 

But  tithes  and  offerings  Dec.  2  ex-  of  people  there  for  two  weeks, 
ceeded  $125,000.  On  Dec.  3  the  church  “This  is  a  helping  church, 
deacons  recommended  $100,000  be  said.  “When  coal  booms  and  the 
sent  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  money  comes  in  we  try  to  deal  with 
Mission  Board  to  help  Ethiopia.  Dec.  it  as  Christian  stewards  and  see  how 
5  the  church,  with  only  affirmative 
discussion,  unanimously  approved  building  bigger  buildings  to  run  up 
the  recommendation.  An  individual  huge  utility  bills.” 
member  then  anonymously  added  In  the  past  the  church  has  sent 
$100,000  to  the  contribution.  donations  to  struggling  churches, 

“We  simply  realized  that  —  even  “staying  anonymous  as  often  as  possi- 
with  all  we  want  and  need  to  do  local-  "ble  because  we  aren’t  seeking  publici¬ 
ty  —  everything  else  we  are  doing  ty.” 

becomes  pale  and  insignificant  com-  This  gift  was  made  public  this  time 
pared  to  the  fact  a  million  people  for  two  reasons,  he  explained.  “First 
could  die  of  hunger  within  a  month  or 
less  if  something  drastic  isn’t  done,” 

Pastor  Jim  Watt  said. 

Something  drastic  is  being  done. 

In  November  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  authorized  $200,000  for  Ethio¬ 
pian  aid.  The  first  $50,000  used 
to  assist  in  feeding  10,000  children 
a  day  in  a  feeding  program  in 
the  Sidamo  Province,  according  to 
John  Cheyne,  senior  consultant  for 
human  needs  ministries  at  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  The  other 


approves 


the  30^000  residents  of  tHfe  Gishe  area 


ed  from  the  interior  of  the  country  to  young  mothers  of  Equatorial  Guinea  -  ■  —  - 

the  big  city  in  search  of  better  oppor-  She  is  a  secretary  to  a  bank  director  ursqa>L-  January  <». 
tunity.  The  small  group  of  believers  and  feels  that  her  salary  of  less  than  Ronnprc  rfr%  ffl 
who  initiated  the  work  some  18  years  $100  a  month  is  as  much  as  she  could  c  ® 

ago  established  an  elementary  school,  expect.  Salvador  is  out  of  work  and  f  lorfl  BvraiH 
The  facilities  are  rudimentary,  but  presently  is  in  Spain  looking  for  work.  ’  ' 

the  school  is  highly  appreciated  by  the  He  had  begun  to  read  Ines’  Bible  and  Members  of  Church  Training 
community.  At  present  there  are  700  '  wanted  to  take  it  with  him  to  Madrid,  groups  from  various  churches  in 

pupils  in  two  daily  sessions,  plus  150  Ines  refused,  saying  that  with  all  the  Hinds-Madison  Association  met  at 

more  in  kindergarten  and  night  Baptist  churches  in  Madrid,  it  would  Ridgecrest  Church  on  Nov.  26,  to 

school.  be  easy  to  get  a  Bible  to  read  ... .  observe  “M”  Night  —  M  for 

“It  is  obvious  why  the  Argentine  “Ines  sat  down  ....  it  had  been  on  Motivation. 

Mission  voted  to  place  this  work  on  its  the  tip  of  my  tongue  to  remark  about  Steve  Jackson  of  Flora  Church  is 
bles  and  boils.  You  can  picture  me  personnel  priority  list.  With  open  our  small,  temporary  apartment  that  serving  as  Associational  Church 

having  a  bowl  of  soup  for  my  evening  doors  to  many  of  the  homes,  there  is  we  were  occupying  while  our  house  Training  director  for  the  year.  Kay 

meal  with  some  toast.  Have  a  nice  a  unique  opportunity  for  evangelistic  was  I 

winter  Christmas  time,  but  picture  us  outreach  and  community  develop-  I  felt  ridiculously  rich  in 
up  here  in  ice  and  deep  snow.  We  real-  ment.  The  congregation  is  small  with  material  and  spiritual  blessings 
ly  enjoy  our  four  seasoned  climate.”  about  30  members.  John  will  be  the  “All  my  life  I  have  been  surround 
*•***•  first  full-time  pastor. 

From  Versa  Jordan  at  Hot  Coffee,  “An  interesting  side-light:  applica- 

Miss.:  “Right  now  I  am  cooking  din-  tion  has  been  made  to  name  the  _ _ _ _ 

ner  for  my  brother.  Guess  what  we  school  after  Sidney  Sowell,  a  Virginia  witch  doctors,  rare  opportunities  for  Lillian  Walters,  and  Kay  Edwards, 
are  having  for  dessert?  Egg  custard  native,  graduate  of  the  University  of  education,  few  books  to  read  —  so  Flora  Church  Adult  Choir  presented 

Richmond  and  the  first  Southern  Bap-  very  few  opportunities  to  affirm  one’s  special  music,  along  with  a  duet  by 

own  personal  worth  and  know  the  Jan  Davis  and  Christie  Young,  also  of 
rived  in  1903.)”  satisfaction  of  achievement:  All  these  Flora  Church. 

for  me  are  only  secondhand  ex-  Guest  speaker  was  James  Yates  of 

periences.  Why  me,  Lord?  First  Church,  Yazoo  City. 

“To  save  my  life,  I  don’t  know  why  Jackson  presented  awards  to  the 
‘The  doorbell  to  our  one-bedroom  —  except  maybe  to  receive  the  love  following  churches:  Efficiency  Ban- 


From  the  mail  bag 


Letters  have  arrived  on  my  desk 
lately  asking  for  the  address  of  C.  C. 
and  Eva  Carraway.  It  is  Route  4,  Box 
138,  Canton,  MS  39046.  _ 

Mrs.  Marianna  Hill  of  Route  4, 

Macon,  wrote,  “I  liked  the  piece  about 
Irene  Lipscomb  and  her  husband,  I 
had  known  Jap  for  years,  but  have 
learned  to  love  Irene.  They  are  an 
asset  to  our  community  and  church. 

“Now  when  you  write  about  Lorene  made  by  your  mother’s  recipe.  I  bak-  _ 

Goodson^JJkgow  .aJittle  about  her,  ed  it  yesterday.  Tell  her  ‘Merry  tist  missionary  to  Argentina.  (Hear 
toorSbe  and  one  of  my  sisters  mar-  Christmas, 
ried  brothers,  so  she  is  almost  like 

family.”  Mrs.  Hill  went  on  to  say  that  From  Italy,  Flora  and  Bob  Holifield  And  from  Iridy  Whitten  in  Malabo, 

she  visited  a  niece  in  Calhoun  Coun-  asked  me  to  visit  their  home  in  Rome.  Equatorial  Guinea : 

ty  and  heard  an  amusing  incident  They  should  have  known  better.  I 

about  Lorene  that  she  wanted  to  share  might  accept.  Last  year,  while  they  apartment  rang,  unusually  early  for  offering  of  the  four  papayas  and  be  ner  —  Flora  Church  ;  High  Atten- 

with  me.  (I  can  appreciate  it— and  were  on  furlough  in  Mississippi,  I  at-  Monday  morning  in  Africa.  Standing  left  searching  my  soul  and  asking,  dartce  Banner  —  Byram  Church; 

believe  it— because  I  know  how  hard  tended  their  daughter  Martha’s  there  with  a  big,  beautiful  smile  was  ‘Why  me,  Lord?’ ”  __  “Church  Training  Program  of  the 

a  worker  Lorene  is.)  wedding.  Ines  Buale.  She  was  on  her  way  to  ******  Year”  Trophy  —  Center  Terrace 

"When  doctors  told  Lorene  she  Bob  is  treasurer  of  the  Italian  Bap-  work  and  had  four  papayas  in  a  sack.  Church,  Canton, 

would  have  to  go  to  the  hospital  to  tist  Mission  Flora  is  vice-president  of  “  ‘All  day  yesterday  I  could  im-  From  Frances  Roberts  in  Ojai,  rp  crrsir liiatf* 

have  a  pacemaker  put  in,  they  sent  the  Mission  and  Bob’s  secretary  and  agine  myself  giving  you  something  Calif .:  “A  recent  letter  from  one  of  1WO  gidLIUcIlC 

her  to  Tupelo  in  an  ambulance,  mission  bookkeeper.  because  you  are  giving  so  much  to  our  dear  Rosalee  Appleby’s  friends  in  f’r'Qrri  Southern 

Before  she  would  go  on,  she  made  the  They  report,  “Our  children  are  all  us,’  she  said  and  she  hastily  put  the  Canton  relates  that  she  has  started  a 

drivers  go  by  her  house  so  she  could  well  and  happy  in  their  work.  Mary  sack  in  my  hands.  prayer  meeting  (in  the  Madison  Coun-  Two  students  from  Mississippi  were 

clean  out  the  refrigerator  and  do  and  Randy  Clark  and  daughter,  “On  NOv.  25,  Ines  was  one  of  four  ty  Nursing  Home,  Canton,  where  she  awarded  degrees  from  Southern 

some  housework.  The  drivers  went  in  Della,  live  in  Marietta,  Ga.  (They  are  who  publicly  professed  her  faith  in  now  lives.)  She  wrote  before  the  move  Seminary  during  the  school’s  154th 

and  helped  her  some  before  she  would  expecting  a  baby  before  New  Year’s.)  Christ  at  the  Malabo  Baptist  there  that  she  looked  forward  to  the  Commencement  Dec.  14  in  Louisville, 

go  on!”  Yes,  that’s  just  like  her.  John  Nathan  and  Addle  and  their  Church  ....  On  Nov.  18,  she  and  opportunity  of  being  a  blessing  to  Ky. 

•***••*  children,  Kristen  and  Dustin,  live  in  Salvador,  her  husband,  had  seen  a  others.  That  has  been  the  theme  of  They  included  the  following: 

Here’s  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Anne  Jackson.  Jane  and  Jim  Hamrick,  and  baptismal  service  by  immersion  in  her  life,  so  she  is  still  just  being  Master  of  Arts  in  Christian  Educa- 

Todesco  of  Rossport,  Ontario,  3-month-old  Kevin  Nathaniel,  live  in  the  ocean.  herself— giving'and  loving.  A  true  in-  tion  —  A.  Michael  Salinger,  Gulfport. 

Canada,  who  answered  my  questions  Long  Beach.  Martha  and  David  “Ines  is  more  fortunate  than  most  spiration!”’  Doctor  of  Musical  Arts  —  Wm. 

about  the  Rossport  Inn,  when  I  visited  Bryant  are  seniors  at  Baylor  Univer- 
there  earlier  this  year.  She  reports,  sity.” 

“I  am  just  home  from  the  hospital.  I  •••***• 

was  rushed  there  by  helicopter.  I  am  From  John  and  Mary  Evelyn 
rather  tired  and  weak,  but  one  does  Divers  in  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina : 
improve  quickly  when  at  home,  and  “Villa  Centerario  is  the  name  of  our 

does  it  ever  feel  good  to  crawl  into  new  congregation.  It  ministers  to  an 
one’s  own  bed.  underprivileged  community,  not  un- 

“I  put  on  a  soup  bone  to  cook  to  common  in  the  areas  surrounding  nestled  in  some  pebbles  and  water  the  word  and  nurture  me  with  the  Center  to  earn  a  variety  of  degrees  on 

make  a  good  old-fashioned  barley  Buenos  Aires.  These  neighborhoods  almost  a  month  ago  are  no  longer  warmth  of  your  love  and  place  me  the  Garden  Grove  campus  in  subur- 

soup.  It  smells  so  wonderful  as  it  bub-  are  made  up  of  people  who  have  mov-  dead  in  appearance.  First  there  was  with  the  hope  on  the  Rock  that  in  time  ban  Los  Angeles  without  having  to 

J  the  promise  of  life  by  the  green  I  will  blossom  and  bloom.  May  I  too  fulfill  a  residency  requirement  at  the 

sprouts  pushing  barely  visible,  be  as  patient  as  the  narcissus  and  my  seminary’s  main  campus  in  Mill 

through  the  shell  of  brownness.  Now  fragrance  be  released  to  glorify  you  Valley  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 


being  constructed.  But  suddenly  Edwards,  Flora  church  secretary,  is 

both  Church  Training  pre-school  leader. 
Jackson  directed  the  90-minute  pro- 
1-  gram  which  began  with  brief  youth 
ed  with  a  super-abundance  in  every  and  adult  conferences  led  by  Charles 
way.  Persecution,  hunger,  oppres-  Welch,  Steve  Jackson,  Richard  Col- 
sion,  scarcity  of  medicine  or  fear  of  lum,  Tom  Winstead,  James  Webster, 
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the  fragrance  fills  the  winter  room  as  you  make  me  as  clean  and  white  Area 
from  the  purest  glossy  white  as  the  petals  on  the  blossom.  \ 

blossoms.  Six  of  these  flowerets  join  —Lydia  Philley  Tharp 

on  one  stem  to  form  a  lovely  halo  of  Greenville  38701 


is  Christmas 


Christmas  is 


AiyQardiCaAl 


The  feeder  that’s  by  my  kitchen  window 
Becomes  a  gathering  place  for  birds. 

In  many  sorts  and  sounds  they  come 
And  feast  and  sing  from  sun  to  sun. 


When  the  feeder  is  brimming  full 
And  the  tree  is  bustling  with  glee 
To  them  every  day  is  Christmas 
No  matter  the  time  or  season.  ' 


Some  call  this  home  and  stay  all  year, 
Others  visit  here  for  a  while, 

And  then  some  are  just  passersby 
Needing  a  meal  to  speed  them  on. 


We  all  could  learn  from  them  — 
God’s  beautiful  little  creatures  — 
And  share  the  meaning  of  Christmas 
All  year,  with  those  who  pass  our 
way. 


Each  bird  brings  his  own  special  brand 

Of  cheer  and  sound  of  music 

And  colors  that  brighten  the  crepe  myrl 


W»  eouki  iearn  that  Christmay  isiT^  a  season 
It’s  God’s  love  through  Jesus 
From  day  to  day. 

The  birds,  tiny  or  large,  point  us 

To  the  creator  of 

Every  good  and  perfect  gift. 

1  —Ruby  Singley 

Columbia 


The  dainty  sparrows  dance  about 
And  chirp  their  thank-you  notes. 

The  chickadees  peck  on  the  windowpane 
As  if  to  say,  “How  do  you  do?” 

From  time  to  time  I  hear  loud  pecks, 
When  ail  the  feed  is  gone  v 
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Children  fight  against 
death  in  Ethiopia  famine 


relief  vehicle  bumping  and  bouncing  Southern  Baptists  will  operate  in  team  had  watched  this  love  in  action 

fTnad^ty^h^intheparCh-  Central  Et!:iopia’  ^feX^t^As^y^ 

ed  area  of  southern  Ethiopia.  where  conditions  are  worse  than  in  .  ...  .  .. 

Tbeir  joyful  cries  and  sparkling  the  s«rth  I.™  months  ago. 

eyes  struck  a  sharp  contrast  to  the  That  five  months  of  feeding  and  .  _ 

silent,  vacant-eyed,  emaciated  medical  care  has  moved  hungry  peo-  afa.  mwithand  wipmg 

'Ul^  from  MrthOT  Ethiopia  Ite  pte  from  toebrir*  <A  starvation  to  the 

worWtos  watched  die  on  the  mghUy  edge  of  health  t  pro. » the  v^aeot  her  helpless  hide  brother  S?flrst. 
TV  news.  erecting  a  first  line  of  defense  against  K 

Earlier,  a  farmer  approached  the  famine,  rather  than  pouring  all  The  Southern  Baptist  team 
vehicle  during  a  rest  stop  to  tell  resources  only  into  completely  remembered  the  small  tuft  of  hair  on 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  Lynn  deteriorated  areas.  '  her  little  brother’s headand  recalled 

Groce  what  missionary  feeding  and  The  SIM  team’s  work  isn’t  done.  A  an  ancient  Ethiopian  tradition, 
medical  assistance  had  meant  to  40  _  TjiiJiajn  *  m 

families  where  he  lives.  f.L^kL|  1 1  111  |PB||  A  11  i  1  \  J 

Heartened  by  intermittent  rain  1 1  jT|  f  i|P W  |  |y|| 

moistened  the  he  M 

had  planted  three  different  crops.  *  ttm  ♦,.*'«hiV  . 

Each  failed  when  the  rain  failed,  leav- 
mg  no  food  for  the  families  and  little 
or  no  forage  for  his  dying  animals. 

He  told  in  excited  Amharic  how  he 
drives  his  precious  oxen  on  a  four- 
hour  round  trip  to  find  water 
people  have  two  oxen, 


Some 

The  drought  continues  to  take  its  toll 

Then  he  spoke  of  the  missionary  **' 

feeding  centers  which  have  made  the  *  '  ’*» 

difference  between  survival  and  star  ”  „„  J  ^ 

vation  for  his  struggling  people  <>ur  stg|  -W"  . 

only  hope  is  you,"  he  told  Groce  l»Y? **  ^ 

The  team  headed  on.  this  time  w  ith  j  *  .,>* g^C  *'  * 

even  more  appreciation  for  the 

children  along  the  road  who  had  found  ONE  TRACK  MINDS  —  African  children  almost  always  mug  the  camera,  but  these 

hope  in  what  Christians  could  do  to  have  nothing  on  their  minds  but  the  bowls  of  hot  “fafa”  which  fill  their  stomachs 
aid  their  desperate  situation.  in  daily  feedings  at  a  missionary  relief  center  near  Woleta,  Ethiopia.  Fafa  is  a  vitamin- 

At  a  feeding  center  much  farther  enriched  mixture  of  grains,  soybeans  and  milk.  Malnutrition  and  hunger-related  deaths 
down  the  road,  more  underweight  have  dropped  almost  to  zero  here,  in  contrast  with  the  devastated  north  where  children 
children  crowded  the  serving  lines,  die  at  the  rate  of  20  to  50  a  day.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Robert  O’Brien, 
awaiting  bowls  of  “fafa,”  a  mixture 
of  vitamin-enriched  grains,  soy  beans 

and  milk.  Eyes,  once  dull  but  now  number  of  children,  eyes  vacant  and  Ethiopian  parents  often  shave  all  of 
coming  to  life,  riveted  on  the  hot  meal  lusterless,  still  need  help.  The  team  their  children’s  head,  except  for  that 
as  they  licked  the  last  taste  of  food  must  stay  until  rains  come  and  crops  little  tuft  near  the  front.  Tradition 
from  their  spoons  and  bowls.  grow  properly  or  their  results  will  says  that’s  done  so  that  if  they  die  the 

Five  months  earlier  at  least  10  of  fade  away.  But  they  have  weathered  angels  will  have  something  to  grab 
these  children  died  each  week  from  the  worst.  onto  to  pull  them  into  heaven, 

hunger  and  malnutrition-related  The  Southern  Baptist  survey  team  Heaven  would  have  to  wait  for  at 
causes.  Now  the  toll  has  dropped  to  drove  away,  pointing  toward  other  least  one  little  boy  in  this  parched 
nearly  zero.  In  the  north,  where  20  to  areas  of  Ethiopia  where  the  land  where  children  die. 

50  children  die  each  day,  conditions  denomination  can  use  its  resources  in 
often  force  medical  personnel  to  physical  and  spiritual  ministries, 
select  only  the  hardiest  to  receive  Children  scampered  after  the  car, 
food  and  medical  care,  rather  than  and  SIM  worker  John  Stillwell’s 
give  it  to  those  beyond  hope.  words  came  to  mind. 

“If  our  team  hadn’t  started  here  He  had  looked  proudly  at  a  skinny  UlflB  ^fBS^^^HBTv  , 

when  it  did.  that  many  children  would  little  boy  waiting  to  be  fed.  The  boy  j 1  h 

die  each  day  here,’’  explained  verged  on  death  when  he  first  came  > T%d£ m.  J 

Southern  Baptist  nurse  practitioner  to  the  center  “Now,  he  chases  my  car 
Sharon  Smith  with  a  weary  sigh  when  I  drive  by  his  home,  ’  Stillwell 
Smith,  a  member  of  Central  Baptist  said.  “I  don’t  like  for  these  kids  to  \ 

Church,  Darlington,  S.C.,  heads  a  chase  cars.  But  this  little  fellow  can  ^ Be*.,-'' 
team  of  five  nurses  working  along  chase  me  anytime.” 

with  a  doctor  and  other  relief  person-  Other  images  of  Africa  also  flood  fl 

nel  at  centers  conducted  in  the  area  ed  together  —  scenes  of  children  who 

by  the  Sudan  Interior  Mission  (SIM),  represent  whatever  hope  the  troubl-  k  **>  ?Jfrj|yp 

She  was  in  contact  with  the  ed  continent  has  for  the  future  at  Mp’ "  » 

Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  A  thought  prevailed  The  world's 

Board  about  possible  missionary  ap-  response  will  determine  whether  they  BUkmlUBB 
pointment  when  SIM  called  her  into  die  as  emaciated  skeletons  in  their  A  TENDER  MOMENT  —  An  Ethiopian 
the  crisis  to  work  as  a  nurse  practl-  mothers’  scrawny  arms  or  grow  up  girt  grateful  that  her  brother's  cheeks  are 
.  tioner  because  of  the  reputation  and  full  of  1/fe,  enthusiasm  and  love  so  now  plump  with  returning  health,  feeds 
experience  she  gained  in  10  years’  typical  of  African  children.  him  at  a  missionary  feeding  center  near 

medical  missions  service  in  Ethiopia  Even  in  times  of  good  harvest,  they  Woleta,  Ethiopia,  where  missionary 
with  the  Baptist  General  Conference,  live  in  countries  where  infant  mortali-  medical  personnel  and  relief  specialists 
The  FMB  gave  $50,000  in  hunger  ty  is  high  and  average  life  span  short,  feed  and  care  for  people  in  the  drought- 
funds  through  the  Baptist  Mission  of  Death  is  an  ever-present  reality.  But  stricken  area.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Robert 
Ethiopia  to  assist  the  SIM  feeding  pro-  the  children's  love  of  life  and  each  O'Brien  \ 


,  PHYSICAL  REBIRTH  —  A  longsuffering  Ethiopian  child,  once  on  the  verge  of  star¬ 
vation,  submits  to  being  weighed  at  a  feeding  center  in  the  Woleta  area  of  southern 
Ethiopia,  where  a  team  of  medical  personnel  from  the  Sudan  Interior  Mission  (SIM) 
have  pulled  children  back  from  the  brink  of  starvation  during  the  past  five  months. 
The  Baptist  Mission  of  Ethiopia  has  contributed  $50,000  in  Southern  Baptist  hunger 
funds  to  keep  the  SIM  project  on  track.  The  child  above  was  recently  removed  from 
the  intensive  care  list  after  reaching  85  percent  of  his  normal  weight.  (BP)  PHOTO 
By  Robert  O'Brien 


Russian  Baptist  churches 
to  receive  10,000  Bibles 

STUTTGART,  West  Germany  (BP)  —  At  the  headquarters  of  the  United 
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Granny’s  attitude  on  giving 
stays  same  through  87  years 


By  Marty  Croll 


BIRMINGHAM,  Al.  —  When  Miss 
“Granny”  Jewel  Westerman  was 
growing  up  on  a  farm  outside  San  An¬ 
tonio  in  the  early  1900s,  she  used  to 
carry  her  nickel  offering,  tied  in  the 
corner  of  her  handkerchief,  to  Fair- 
view  Baptist  Church. 

One  week  her  church  took  up  a 
special  collection  for  Buckner  Or¬ 
phans  Home,  and  she  sold  a  dozen 
eggs  to  make  an  extra  dime  to  give. 
“I  just  wanted  to  put  some  in  because 
the  children  didn’t  have  any  mama  or 
papa,”  she  remembered  recently. 

There  is  no  Fairview  Baptist 
Church  anymore,  and  Buckner  is  now 
called  children’s  home.  But 
throughout  the  rest  of  Granny  Wester- 
man’s  87.  years,  one  thing  hasn’t 
changed:  her  attitude  toward  giving 
to  advance  God’s  work. 

Those  who  know  her  characterize 


The  last  couple  of  years  she  has 
given  away  half  of  what  she  made 
from  farm  rent  on  300  acres  of  fami¬ 
ly  land,  interest  on  certificates,  and 
$4147  a  month  from  the  Southern 
Baptist  Annuity  Board. 

While  growing  up,  her  mother 
always  kept  track  of  her  profits  from 
selling  butter  and  eggs  and  then  tith¬ 
ed  a  portion  every  week.  “So  when  I 
started  teaching  school,  I  got  $50  a 
month,  and  I  tithed,  too,”  Granny 
said.  “Then  I  started  paying  two 
tithes.  I  don’t  have  a  lot  of  expenses. 
I  don’t  dress  fine,  and  I  eat  plenty  but 
I  don’t  eat  fancy  food  that  costs  a  lot.” 

Miss  Westerman  was  graduated 
from  Baylor  University  and  later 
earned  a  master’s  degree  in  religious 
education  from  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  in 
1926.  She  taught  for  47  years,  in- 


played  a  make-helieve  game.  “On  the 
way  home,  we  were  a  family  and  I 
was  Grandma  and  when  we  got  back 
to  the  university  I  was  still  Grandma. 
After  a  while  it  got  down  to  Granny. 

“I’m  the  only  old  maid  in  Texas 
with  900  grandchildren,”  she  said.  “A 
lot  of  my  college  kids  call  me  Gran¬ 
ny,  and  they  still  come  to  see  me.  Isn’t 
that  something?  I  love  those  college 
kids.” 

Many  are  now  pastors  and  mis¬ 
sionaries  all  over  the  world.  “I  get  let¬ 
ters  all  the  time  addressed  to  Gran¬ 
ny  Westerman,”  she  said.  “I  keep  up 
with  my  students  pretty  well.” 

Missionary  Phifer  in  Malawi  tells 
how  her  “granny”  sent  her  and 
several  other  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  $50  each  to  buy  Bibles. 
Someone  had  offered  Granny  $250  for 
an  old,  old  phone  but  because  of  sen¬ 


night,  I  say,  ‘For  these  I  named  this 
morning  .  .  .” 

Many  of  Miss  Westerman’s  “grand¬ 
children’  ’  are  men  who  went  through 
Teen  Challenge,  a  program  to  get  kids 
off  drugs  and  alcohol.  Though  she  met 
community  opposition  from  local  peo¬ 
ple  who  feared  the  influence  cor¬ 
rupted  youth  might  have  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  Granny  gave  Teen  Challenge 
a  “little  farm”  of  about  91  acres. 
About  900  boys  have  gone  through  the 
program  there  in  the  last  15  years,  she 
said. 

Granny  Jewel  first  became  in¬ 
terested  in  missions  as  a  midteen  by 
reading  the  Foreign  Missions  Journal 
(now  The  Commission).  “We  didn’t 
have  too  many  magazines,  and  I  lov¬ 
ed  to  read.  I  read  everything. I  could 
get  hold  of.  I  just  felt  like  the  Lord 
wanted  me  to  do  something  for 
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Granny  Jewel  has  made  an  87-year 
career  out  of  giving.  Those  who  know  her 
consider  her  a  prayer  warrior  whose  in¬ 
fluence  reaches  into  the  farthest  corners 
of  the  globe.  Her  correspondence 
upholds  many  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  throughout  the  world,  and  she 
gives  away  about  half  of  her  income.  She 
would  make  Southern  Baptists'  most 
famous  missionary,  Lottie  Moon,  proud. 
(FMB)  PHOTO 


Granny  Westerman  as  a  warrior  of 
prayer  whose  encouragement 
reaches  into  lives  of  Christian  ser¬ 
vants  across  the  globe.  “She’s  just  a 
giving  person,”  said  her  former 
pastor,  Mark  Briggs. 

She  does  voluminous  amount  of  cor¬ 
respondence.  She  used  to  keep  me  ab¬ 
solutely  inundated  with  material  to 
read  about  mission  activity.  I  believe 
all  she  thinks  about  is  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  how  she  can  get  other  peo¬ 
ple  into  it,”  she  said. 

To  that  end,  Granny  Westerman 
maintains  a  simple  lifestyle  ina  small 
old  home.  “She  lives  simply,”  said 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  Rebec¬ 
ca  Phifer,  who  visited  her  last 
November.  She  brashes  her  teeth 
with  a  bar  of  Ivory  soap,  and  washes 
dishes  with  her  bar  Ivory. 


eluding  19  years  in  Baptist  schools. 
She  was  a  teacher  and  librarian  at  the 
Baptist  University  of  Corpus  Christi 
in  Texas  before  retiring. 

Granny  Westerman  lamented  that  - 
the  university  to  which  she  gave  so 
much  of  her  life  work  has  been  lost  to 
Baptists.  “You  don’t  know  how  many 
preachers  came  from  that  college,” 
she  said.  “But  it  was  lost  because 
Baptists  are  stingy.  They’d  rather 
have  fine  carpets  and  two  or  three 
cars  and  a  cabin  in  the  mountains  and 
another  one  on  the  beach  —  they’d 
rather  have  that  than  have  a  Baptist 
university  at  Corpus  Christi,  where 
we  need  one  very  bad.” 

It  was  during  her  work  at  Corpus 
Christi  that  she  took  on  the  name 
“Granny.”  Riding  to  a  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  convention  one  year  she 


timent  she  had  rejected  the  offer. 

One  day  she  looked  at  the  phone  and 
seemed  to  hear  the  Lord  saying, 
“Jewel,  that  phone  could  pay  for  a  lot 
of  Bibles  on  the  foreign  mission  field.” 
Now  when  she  sees  that  space  on  the 
wall  she  remembers  God’s  Word  is 
getting  into  the  hands  of  people  in 
Africa. 

Granny  enjoys  a  deep  intimacy 
through  prayer  with  the  15  missionary 
couples  she  writes  regularly.  “Don’t 
just  say,  ‘God  bless  the  mis¬ 
sionaries,’  ”  she  said.  “Pray  for  in¬ 
dividual  missionaries.  Every  morn¬ 
ing  before  breakfast  I  sit  down  and 
read  my  Bible  and  I’ve  got  all  15  on 
my  prayer  list.  It  takes  me  a  long 
time  to  get  around  to  all  of  them,  but 
I  do.  I  name  them  to  the  Lord  in  my 
prayers  in  the  morning,  and  then  at 


missions.’ 

Miss  Westerman  herself  worked  in 
missions.  In  early  1920  she  was  riding 
a  train  when  she  ran  into  3  local  Mex¬ 
ican  mission  director  whose  school 
teacher  had  just  resigned  in  mid¬ 
term.  Granny  Jewel  finished  the  term 
for  him. 

Granny  Jewel  Westerman’s  life  has 
been  an  unending  stream  of  examples 
in  providing  such  support  for  people. 
“She’s  probably  the  greatest  sup¬ 
porter  a  pastor  could  have,”  Briggs 
said.  “She  never  failed  to  get  in  touch 
with  me  each  week  for  something, 
complimenting  my  preaching  or  poin¬ 
ting  me  toward  somebody  in  need, 
and,  of  course,  letting  me  know  she’s 
praying  for  me  each  day.” 

Marty  Croll  writes  for  the  FMB. 


Extension  center 
in  Birmingham 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Birmingham 
this  fall  became  the  site  of  the  fourth 
New  Orleans  Seminary  master’s  level 
extension  program.  Eighty-four 
students  enrolled  in  master  of  divini¬ 
ty  and  master  of  religious  education 
programs. 

The  Birmingham  classes  are  being 
held  on  the  Samford  University  cam¬ 
pus  and  consist  of  basic  study  and 
MDiv  core  courses. 

Texans  support: 
Baptist  education 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Texas  Baptists 


Backpack  evangelism  helps  Dallas 
street  people  carry  their  loads 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Through  food, 
friendship,  and  the  gospel,  the  lives 
of  street  people  are  being  changed  in 
downtown  Dallas’  Inner-City  Chapel. 

In  10  months,  the  chapel,  spon¬ 
sored  by  First  Church,  Dallas,  baptiz¬ 
ed  more  than  550  homeless  people  had 
more  than  1,200  professions  of  faith. 

“This  is  a  ministry  to  the  total  per¬ 
son,”  said  Bob  Worthington,  pastor 
of  the  chapel.  “When  you  win  some¬ 
one  to  Christ,  you  must  be  willing  to 
walk  with  them,  be  happy  with  them, 
and  cry  with  them.” 

Along  with  offering  counseling, 
worship  services,  and  Bible  classes, 
people  serving  at  the  chapel  lead  a 
backpack  ministry  in  inner-city  Dal¬ 
las.  They  take  backpacks  of 
sandwiches  and  go  out  in  groups  of 
two  or  three  to  share  the  gospel  with 
alcoholics,  drag  addicts,  and  others 
living  in  the  streets. 

“Backpack  evangelism  is  done  in 
the  image  of  Jesus,”  Worthington 
said.  “The  first  thing  Jesus  did  was 
feed  the  people  —  then  he  taught 
them.  We  are  contemporizing  what 


Jesus  did. 

“He  came  in  our  image  to  seek  and 
to  save  men.  We  go  in  his  image  to 
seek  and Jp  win  men,”  Worthington 
told  street  people  assembled  for  wor¬ 
ship  at  the  chapel.  “We  must  go  in  the 
image  of  the  master  soul-winner.” 

The  chapel’s  ministry  does  not  end 
when  someone  accepts  Christ. 

“We  help  converts  begin  new  lives 
in  Christ  instead  of  returning  to  their 
old  ways,”  Worthington  said.  “Our 
task  now  is  to  train  them  to  lead 
others  to  Christ.  There  is  no  better 
way  to  win  people  to  Christ  than  to 
send  people  back  out  to  witness  to 
other  street  people.” 

Worthington  came  to  know  the 
Lord  six  years  ago  through  a  near 
fatal  plane  crash.  Two  weeks  later  he 
surrendered  to  the  ministry  and  is 
now  a  student  at  the  Criswell  Center 
for  Biblical  Studies,  affiliated  with 
First  Baptist  Church,  Dallas. 

Three  other  Criswell  Center  stu¬ 
dents  work  part-time  with  Worth¬ 
ington.  They  each  have  a  background 
involving  drugs  or  living  in  the 
streets.  One,  Roy  Teague,  accepted 


Christ  as  a  child  but  became  involved 
in  drags  in  the  military.  After  being 
“busted”  twice,  he  went  AWOL  and 
lived  on  the  streets  for  seven  months 
before  turning  himself  in. 

While  in  prison  Teague  started 
doing  Bible  studies  and  made  a  full 
commitment  to  Christ  when  a  gospel 
singing  group  had  a  Christmas  party 
at  the  prism.  He  was  released  from 
jail  two  months  later  and  surren¬ 
dered  to  the  ministry  soon  after. 

“I  think  it’s  just  natural  that  the 
Lord  had  led  me  into  ministering  to 
these  street  people  because  I  can  re¬ 
late  to  them”  Teague  said.  “I  have 
seen  many  lives  changed  on  the 
streets  of  Dallas.  One  man  pulled  a 
knife  on  me.  A  week  later  he  came  to 
the  chapel  to  apologize  and  accepted 
Christ.” 

Creig  Zachary  is  a  young  man  from 
Austin  who  has  had  his  life  changed 
through  the  chapel.  “I  couldn’t  find 
any  peace  inside  myself  so  I  took  all 
my  money  and  left  Austin,”  Zachery 
said. 

At  the  Salvation  Army  a  street  per¬ 
son  who  recently  had  come  to  know 


Christ  through  the  Inner-City  Chapel 
witnessed  to  Zachary,  who  accepted 
Christ.  “I  now  have  a  peace  inside. 
Jesus  Christ  is  real  to  me  and  his 
blessings  are  limitless, ’’.Zachary 
said. 

The  Inner-City  Chapel.  <began  in 
an  old  YMCA  building.  It  vys  moved 
into  a  garage  at  First  Cbarch,  and 
had  one  service  for  the  stMtf  people 
on  Sunday.  Worthington  bflfi h  work¬ 
ing  with  the  ministry  at  ttt-time. 

In  February  1983,  First  4M>rch  ac¬ 
quired  the  building  which  iMW houses 
the  Chapel,  and  Worthingwl  became 
chapel  pastor.  The  ChapdNrow  has 
two  worship  services-  Monday 
through  Saturday  and  think  on  Sun¬ 
day,  with  Bible  classes  and  disciple- 
ship  training  offered  daily.  Those 
who  are  baptized  become  members 
of  First  Church,  Dallas. 

Worthington  said  there  is  a  great 
need  for  a  place  to  temporarily  house 
those  who  accept  Christ  and  are 
genuinely  seeking  new  direction  for 
their  lives.  “People  such  as  al¬ 
coholics  need  to  be  takeogttcC  their 
old  environment  and  disapfed.” 


overwhelmingly  expressed  con¬ 
fidence  in  their  eight  universities  and 
colleges  in  a  statewide  survey  cop 
ducted  by  the  public  relations  deppf 
ment  of  the  Baptist  General  CaHHb- 
tion  of  Texas. 

Almost  99  percent  of  the  l,55fjHkj^ 
ticipants  surveyed  said  Chrfcqpl 
education  should  remain  aj*gl| 
priority  in  Texas  Baptist  life.^Bfe^ 
than  90  percent  would  stlljjHH 
recommend  or  encourage  a  c*®||| 
grandchild  to  attend  a  Texas 
school. 

The  study  was  done  at  the  vggjjg 
of  the  presidents  of  the  Texas 


schools  to  Cumulate  a  compre 
public  relations  program  toi 

Other  itgUts  of  the  sup 
dicated  nwMbn  90  percei 
respondentBwwbeve  the  qu 
education ’|||p>exas  Baptist 
sity  or  coDHpts  equal  or  su| 
an  educatififet  a  state  sch< 

The  thrdfejprin  strengths  o 
schools,  aektyttfig  to  the  respt 
are  the  spflftBal  emphasis* 
campuses,  tMNjuality  of  educ 
fered  and  tipIChristian  comri 
of  the  faotilty.  The  overwit 
weakness  -ifcited  is  the  cj 
education.  X* 

When  as  tod  where  Texas  B| 
obtain  theiR  Information  aba 
schools,  top  vote-get te$ 
almost  27-fjjflfrent  was  by  reatl 
Baptist  the  week4gj 

Baptist  nS^wagazine 
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Missionaries 
on  furlough 


The  following  missionaries  are  now 
on  furlough  in  Mississippi: 

Cheryl  and  Larry  Cox,  619  Holly 
Ridge,  Vicksburg  (Burkina  Faso); 
Paul  and  Brenda  Lee,  Spain,  207  S. 
Washington  St.,  Starkville;  Don  and 
Margie  Mines,  Argentina,  Pine  Trails 
Apts.,  Apt.  M-5,  Clinton;  James  and 
Mary  Slack,  2334  Coronet  Place, 
Jackson,  Philippines;  James  and 
Gwen  Young,  Bangladesh,  1625  Easy 
St.,  Yazoo  City;  Gerald  and  Glenda 
Davis,  Philippines,  520  Magazine  St., 
Tupelo; 

Jerry  and  Glenda  White,  Korea,  416 
Ford  St.,  Columbia;  Antonina  Can- 
zoneri,  Bahamas,  5939  Clinton  Blvd., 
Jackson;  Ron  and  Sue  Ballard,  Coun¬ 
try  Est.  Mobile  Home  Park;  Rt.  4,  Lot 
36,  Meridian,  Paraguay;  Don  and 
Barbara  Anne  Phlegar,  1221  St.  Ann, 
Jackson,  Thailand;  James  and  Peggy 
Jean  Bartley,  Uruguay,  Pine  Trail 
Apt.  6B;  Springridge  Road,  Clinton; 

Mary  Alice  Ditsworth,  Indonesia, 
4610  Orchard  Road,  Pascagoula; 
Emogene  Harris,  Nigeria,  c/o  Mrs. 

,  ,  _  .  .  j  ^  „  W.  T.  Harris,  Rt.  2,  Box  281,  Brandon. 

Harold  Hutcheson,  pastor  of  Flora  Church  voted  Dec.  9  to  ex- 

Euclatubba  Church,  Saltillo,  has  pand  the  job  description  of  Charles 
taken  disability  retirement.  His  Bufkin  from  youth  and  activities 
tenure  with  the  church  ended  at  the  director  to  associate  pastor.  Bufkin, 

end  of  December.  -  his  wife,  Deloris,  and  their  9-month- 

old  daughter,  Charlsey,  moved  cm  the 
field  Jan.  1  to  assume  his  new  duties. 

Oakvale  Church  recently  called  Martha  Ann  Cooper  has  accepted  BSSB  awards 
David  Dewease  as  pastor.  He  is  a  *he  cal*  asmimster  of  youth  at  West 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Connth  Church-  c°nn^  C?«Per  “ 

Southern  Mississippi  and  is  current-  .  *  df,u?,  er  , 

ly  in  the  master  of  divinity  program  ~  °* 

at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Original-  Starkville.  Mrs. 

ly  from  Purvis,  he  went  to  Oakvale  Cooper  has  been  a 

from  North  Columbia  Church,  Colum-  ^Udent_  at .  New 

bia,  where  he  served  as  associate  ^ ydr,  Orleans  Seminary, 
pastor.  David  is  married  to  the  Ahn8  K.  Cooper, 

former  Mona  Rushton  of  Laurel.  They  snSHHiI  Pastor- 
have  two  children.  Cooper  * 

DDS  honors  W.  G.  Watson 


Macedonia  Church,  Union  County,  hold  note  burning,  Sun.,  Oct.  21 ,  for  the  debt 
retirement  of  the  Family  Life  Building.  This  building  which  was  started  Nov.,- 1981, 
at  a  cost  of  $72,500,  has  a  full  length  gym,  kitchen,  and  fellowship  hall,  also  an  ac¬ 
tivity  room  upstairs.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  Billy  L.  Foley,  pastor;  Johnny  Garrison, 
chairman,  Leon  Bynum,  Jonis  Cavender,  and  James  Downs,  building  committee. 
Not  pictured,  Clara  V.  Garrison,  and  Raymond  Owen. 


The  GAs  of  Collinsville  First  Church  recently  held  a  Coronation  Service.  "Be 
A  Star  For  Jesus”  was  the  theme.  Pictured,  front  row,  left  to  right,  Sha  Boatner, 
Wendy  Joyner,  and  Beckye  Freeman.  Back  row,  Kristi  Ethridge,  Boo  Boatner,  Paula 
Brown,  Kristen  Scott  &  Lisa  Scarborough.  Leaders  are  Polly  Freeman,  Mitt  Hitt,  and 
Kathy  Karrh. 


Dangerfield, 
Hall  receive 


NASHVILLE  —  Mississippi  state 
convention  leaders  received  Church 
Training!  and  Church  Music  awards 
during  the  recent  annual  planning 
meetings  at  the  Sunday  School  Board 
here.  Mose  Dangerfield,  director  of 
the  Church  Training  Department, 
received  three  awards  for  the  largest 
number  of  Church  Training  leader¬ 
ship  diplomas  (29),  largest  percen¬ 
tage  of  churches  reporting  Church 
Training  programs  (78  percent),  and 
largest  percentage  of  associations 
reporting  “M”  nights  (96  percent). 
Dan  Hall,  director  of  the  Church 
Music  Department,  was  cited  for 
outstanding  general  promotion 
materials. 


■mination  Services,  dustries  of  Jackson. 

a  division  of  the  Watson  is  married  to  the  former 
Department  of  Ann  Ballard  of  Tupelo  and  is  the 
Rehabilitation  father  of  two  sons. 

Services.  Through  the  years  Watson  has  been 

Watson,  em-  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
ployed  as  coun-  Blue  Mountain  College,  a  member  of 
selor  in  voca-  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Education 
tional  rehabilita-  Commission,  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
tion  for  15  years  Convention  Board,  the  Mississippi 
Watson  and  as  an  ex-  Baptist  Board  Executive  Committee, 
aminer  with  Disability  Determination  a  charter  member  of  the  Mississippi 
Services  for  three  years,  had  the  Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission, 
Rehabilitation  Case  of  the  Year  in  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
both  1975  and  1976  and  was  Religious  Eduction  Association,  a 
Rehabilitation  Counselor  of  the  Year  member  of  the  Committee  op 
in  1980-1981.  Nominations  for  the  Southern  Baptist 

A  native  of  Ellisville,  Watson  holds  Convention,  and  a  member  of  a  mis- 
a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  from  sion  team  to  South  America  with  the 
Mississippi  College,  master  of  divini-  late  Chester  Quarles, 
ty  degree  from  Southern  Seminary,  *——*—"—* 

and  master  of  education  degree  in 

rehabilitation  counseling  from  UC1IMIII 

Mississippi  State.  lltAIAfU 

Having  served  as  pastor  of  several  f  '  WHI  AT1  ^ 

Mississippi  churches,  he  is  currently  f  ,,, _ .  _ 


“A  dog  loses  interest  in  the  chase 
when  He  is  not  allowed  to  bark.”  —  J. 
B.  Gambrell 


Fellowship  Church,  Choctaw,  recently  held  recognition  service  for  GAs  and  Ac- 
teens.  Six  GAs  received  awards  for  completing  their  missions  adventures,  and  two 
Acteens  received  their  scepters.  GA  leader  is  Mrs.  Brenda  Burdine.  Acteens  leader 
is  Mrs.  Mary  Weeks.  Pictured,  front  row,  left  to  right,  Cindy  Breland,  Becky  Breland, 
Susan  Alford,  Stephanie  Smith,  Moriah  Crowley,  arid  Stephanie  Burdine.  Back  row, 
left  to  right,  Kathie  Smith,  Tommy  Tuck,  Kip  Pollard,  and  Tina  Brooks. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


Covington-Jeff  Davis  center 


com_ 

Walter  Lee  is  chairman  of  the  Long 

The  first  phase  of  the  Covington-  The  second  phase  will  be  to  com-  Range  Planning  Committee.  He 
Jeff  Davis  Associational  Family  Life  plete  the  inside  of  the  structure.  For  reports  that  $40,964  has  been  receiv- 
Center  has  been  completed.  This  con-  anyone  who  would  like  to  stop  by  and  ed  for  the  building,  that  $36,410  has 
sists  of  a  metal  building,  in  Prentiss,  tour  the  building,  the  associational  of-  been  disbursed  on  the  building  pro- 
130’  x  125’.  The  restrooms  are  com-  fice  is  open  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  gram,  and  that  there  is  an  outstan- 
plete,  and  attic  fans  have  been  and  Fridays,  from  9  a.m.  until  4:30  ding  debt  to  the  Mt.  Olive  Bank  for 
installed.  pm.  $50,000.  i 


•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium,  —  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 

EVERYTHING  FOR  MVTVKtaKKyn1 
sthooi. 

AND  CHURCH  rg 
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Foreign  Board  asks  Canadians 
to  start  mission  program 

RICHMOND 


The  various  countries.  But  the  Canadian  try  and  appoint  them  as  our  mis- 

Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  mission  agency  wouldn't  be  limited  to  sionaries.  then  we  would  be  in  a  posi-  •&.'  Jh*.  ,  -  " 

Board  adopted  a  proposal  Dec.  12  en-  Southern  Baptist-related  mission  tion  of  needing  to  do  it  for  all  coun- 

couraging  Canadian  Baptists  “to  fields;  it  could  also  find  and  establish  tries  .  So  we're  trying  to  devise  '*  **  * 

establish  a  foreign  missions  commit-  its  own  work  overseas.  something  that  would  not  set  a  prece- 

tee  or  board  at  their  earliest  conve-  Help  screen  missionary  candidates,  dent  we  couldn't  live  with  with  other  S?  ■’4* 

nience.”  offering  the  expertise  of  FMB  person-  groups  and  at  the  same  time  help  r  A 

The  proposal,  directed  to  the  ap-  nel  consultants.  (Canadian  Baptists)  fulfill  their  ■  ■ '■  _ 

proximately  4,000  Canadian  Baptists  —Help  orient  new  missionaries,  missionary  ambitions  and  desires /’  B 

related  to  Southern  Baptist  work  in  Canadian  Baptists  could  take  advan-  FMB  policy  requires  Southern  Bap-  BjRl  mV.  yyt 

western  Canada,  also  offers  help  in  tage  of  orientation  programs  offered  tist  missionaries  be  native  or 

missionary  orientation  and  finding  at  the  new  missionary  learning  center  naturalized  U.S.  citizens.  But  the 

assigiunents  overseas.  near  FMB  offices  in  Richmond,  Va.  board  has  named  a  few  Canadians  W 

“This  proposal  is  intended  to  offer  Also,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  is  (and  other  non-citizens)  as  mis- 
assistance  to  the  Canadians  in  such  a  offering  to  underwrite  the  cost  of  mis-  sionaries  or  journeyman  in  excep-  '% 

way  as  to  stimulate  and  strengthen  sionary  screening  and  orientation  for  tional  cases,  including  Saskatchewan  "*  *  ,1 

their  own  initiatives  rather  than  ab-  10  years  or  “until  other  arrangements  natives  Henry  and  Ila-Mae  Dueck,  RR^' N^..  .^0^^23NHHHRHRR 
sorb  those  initiatives  in  the  work  of  are  mutually  agreed  upon.”  Canadian  who  were  named  Southern  Baptist  .  .  . 

the  Foreign  Mission  Board,’’  the  Baptists  would  be  encouraged  to  pro-  missionary  associates  Dec.  11  for  |v|  ISSISSI  0013.11  QISCUSS6! 

document’s  statement  of  purpose  vide  any  additional  orientation  they  publications  work  in  Zimbabwe.  *  ’ 

reads.  feel  is  necessary  and  eventually  But  the  Duecks  will  probably  be  the  Paul  Harrell  (right),  Brotherhood  director  for  Missis 

The  action  is  the  latest  in  a  series  develop  their  own  independent  selec-_  last  Canadians  directly  named  mis-  *•*<)  David  Langford,  Brotherhood  director  for  North  Car 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  has  taken  tion  and  orientation  process.  sionaries  by  Southern  Baptists  if  Mission  Board  and  Douglas  Beggs  of  the  Brotherhood 

in  response  to  a  vote  at  the  1984  The  Canadians  are  also  being  ask-  Canadian  Baptists  form  their  own  ir<  Richmond,  Va.,  to  discuss  overseas  volunteers.  F 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Kan-  ed  to  consider  setting  aside  their  Lot-  mission  board.  and  selected  state  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  Broth* 

sas  City.  The  convention  approved  a  tie  Moon  Christmas  offerings  and  a  In  other  Canada  developments,  met  with  Foreign  Mission  Board  staffers  to  discuss  th< 
report  by  a  study  committee  which  portion  of  their  Cooperative  Program  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  James  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  overseas.  (FMB)  PHOT 
recommended  the  SBC  Constitution  gifts  as  a  “starting  point”  for  suppor-  and  George  Teel  have  applied  for 

not  be  amended  to  permit  seating  of  ting  Canadian  Baptist  missionaries  Canadian  residence  documents  and 

messengers  (delegates)  from  overseas.  -  will  likely  move  to  Calgary,  Alberta,  .  | 

Canada,  as  a  1983  convention  motion  “Hus  really  goes  to  the  heart  of  the  early  in  1985.  Teel,  a  veteran  mis- 

had  asked.  Instead,  the  report  outlin-  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  position  sionary  to  the  Dominican  Republic,  - 

ed  a  plan  for  helping  Canadian  Bap-  regarding  the  Canada  question  from  Ecuador  and  Argentina,  was  named  AT  f  ' 

tists  evangelize  their  own  country.  the  very  start,”  said  Don  Kammer-  Foreign  Mission  Board  represen-  ~~  ,,,1  J 

If  the  Canadian  Baptists  adopt  the  diener,  director  for  Middle  America  tative  to  Canadian  Baptists  in 
idea  of  forming  a  mission  committee  and  the  Caribbean  andLa  member  of  September.  WHEN  THE  KINGS  COME  MAR-  MALAf 

or  agency,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  the  joint  committefcigfecled  by  the  The  Teels  “will  respond  to  CHING  IN :  ISAIAH  AND  THE  NEW  LOVE;  I 

would:  Southern  BaptisJTCehvehfSm  to  whatever  they’re  asked  to  do”  to  JERUSALEM,  by  Richard  J.  Mouw;  Baker  B< 

— Help  identify  missionary  develop  work  withCanakfen  Baptists.  assist  Canadian  Baptists  in  their  William  B.  Eerdmans  Publishing  paperba* 

assignments  overseas.  The  worldwide  “If  we’re  in  the  business  oflKVelop-  ministry,  according  to  Kammer-  Company,  1983;  77  pages;  paperback  The  go 

network  of  Southern  Baptist  mis-  ing  indigenous  worf’in  each  codhtry,  diener.  But  the  first  two  priorities  will  $3.95.  a  model 

sionaries  would  locate  assignments  part  of  that  indigenization  is  they  be  be  helping  them  develop  a  theological  bines  the 

-which  could  be  filled  by  Canadian  able  to  have  their  own  mission  pro-  education  program  and  strengthen  an  This  book  is  a  contribution  to  the  egetical 

missionaries.  Canadian  workers  gram  and  develop  a  fill!  ministry.”  already  active  Baptist  student  ongoing  discussion  about  the  relation-  homiletic 

could  then  join  the  local  organizations  Kammerdiener  said.  ministry  on  Canadian  university  ship  between  Christ  and  culture.  The  that  “ex< 

of  Southern  Baptist  personnel  in  “If  we  take  leaders  out  of  one  coun-  campuses.  ^  '  author,  a  committed  “transforma-  taskwhei 

tionalist,”  faces  this  study  on  the  vi-  meant  to 


Training  leaders  challenged 
to  continue  discipleship 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

_  ..w  *  .  V 

Jan.  6  Witness/Enrollment  Day  (EVAN,  SS  Emphasis) 
Jan.  6-13  Deacon  Emphasis  Week  (CAPM  Emphasis) 


Bible  Book:  John’s  birth  announced 


•  Life  and  Work:  Seeing  Jesus  as 
Savior 


Uniform:  Signs  of  new  lift 


John’s  birth  announced 


new 


“Magnificat,”  she  sets  forth  three  By  W.  Levon  Moore,'' Kosciusko,  welcomed  Jesus  into  their  city.  For 

characteristics  of  the  new  kingdom  by  Attala  director  of  missions  two  days  he  visited  among  them ;  and 

declaring  the  moral  features  (v.  51  John  4:39-42  ;  46-54  because  of  his  witness,  many  more 

“scatters  the  proud”);  the  social  This  week’s  lesson  concludes  a  believed  upon  him.  They  declared, 
features  (v.  52  “put  down  the  three-session  unit  based  on  the  first  “Now  we  believe,  not  because  of  thy 
mighty  ...  exalted  them  of  low  four  chapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John,  saying:  for  we  have  heard  him 
degree” ) ;  and  economic  features  ( v.  Adults  who  have  studied  these  lessons  ourselves,  and  know  that  this  is  in- 
53  “filled  the  hungry  with  good  have  focused  upon  the  teaching  of  the  deed  the  Christ,  and  Saviour  of  the 
things;  and  the  rich  he  has  sent  emp-  scripture  that  Jesus  is  the  Word  of  world”  (v.  42). 
ty  away”).  Life.  We  have  been  reminded  again  The  fame  of  Jesus  spread,  as  did 

that  life  has  no  real  meaning  apart  the  warmth  of  welcome  shown  by  the 
DECLARATIONS  OF  ZACHARIAS  from  him  who  is  the  Life.  Samaritans.  When  Jesus  went  into 

(vs.  57-80).  Zacharias  had  lost  total  The  topic  for  this  lesson  is  “Signs  Galilee,  the  Galileans  also  received 
use  of  his  voice  for  nine  months;  of  New  Life.”  The  assumption  of  our  him  (v.  45).  Upon  Jesus’  return  to 
therefore,' one  should  not  be  surpris-  scripture  portion  is  that  new  life  in  Cana,  scene  of  his  first  miracle,  a  cer- 
ed  that  he  used  a  restored  voice  to  Christ  produces  certain  signs  or  tain  nobleman  welcomed  him  to  his 
praise  God  —  “His  mouth  was  open-  results.  Let  us  consider  the  nature  home  for  the  purpose  of  healing  the 
ed  ...  and  this  tongue  loosed,  and  he  and  implications  of  these  signs.  It  will  nobleman’s  son  (v.  47). 
spake,  and  praised  God.”  There  are  be  noted  that  the  signs  are  pro-  Those  who  truly  receive  Jesus 
three  declarations  set  forth  by  gressive  in  their  nature.  Christ  as  personal  Saviour  are  always 

Zacharias  that  should  be  considered.  i.  From  water  to  the  word  of  life  ready  to  warmly  welcome  him  into 

First,  he  declares  the  name  for  his  <Vs.  13-14)  their  lives  and  into  their  homes, 

new  son  (v.  63) ;  second,  he  declares  The  experience  of  the  Samaritan  IV.  From  a  warm  welcome  to  the 

the  faithfulness  of  God  (vs.  67-75);  woman  at  Jacob’s  well  revealed  to  working  of  wonders  (vs.  48-52) 

her  that  the  water  from  the  well  at  Jesus  said,  “Except  ye  see  signs 
Sychar  was  symbolic  of  the  well  of  and  wonders,  ye  will  not  believe”  (v. 
water  which  would  continually  spring  48). 

up  into  everlasting  life.  Because  the  Samaritans  received 

Further,  her  unique  encounter  with  him  warmly,  he  worked  the  miracle 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  proved  to  her  that  (wonder)  of  saving  the  multitudes  in 
the  water  involved  (both  material  and  that  city. 

spiritual)  was  symbolic  of  the  one  Because  the  nobleman  received 
who  was  the  Word  of  Life.  him  warmly,  the  miracle  (or  wonder) 

She  believed  in  the  prophecy  that  of  healing  was  performed  on  the 
the  Messiah  which  is  called  Christ  nobleman’s  son. 
would  dome  (v.&T.  When  Jesus  Jesus  performed  two  great 
declared,  “I  that  speak  unto  thee  am  miracles  in  Cana  (v.  54).  One  was  in 
he, ’’she  appeared  to  totally  affirm  her  a  home  filled  with  joy  and  merriment 
faith  in  him  as  the  Messiah,  the  Word  at  the  time  of  a  wedding.  The  other 
of  Life.  This  is,  for  every  person,  life’s  was  in  the  home  filled  with  sadness 
greatest  discovery  and  life’s  greatest  and  sorrow  due  to  death.  Both 
commitment.  -  miracles  testified  to  the  newness  of 

II.  From  the  Word  of  Life  to  the  life  which  Christ  could  bring,  (me  in 

word  of  witness  (v.  39)  the  natural  elements  and  one  in  a 

The  primary  sign  of  one’s  new  life  human  body.  Both  miracles  are  sym- 
in  Christ  is  the  willingness  to  share  a  bolic  of  the  spiritual  newness  which 
word  of  personal  witness.  The  woman  he  can  bring  into  life, 
left  her  waterpot  at  the  well,  went  in-  The  Apostle  Paul  declared,  “If  any 

to  the  city,  and  invited  all  her  fellow-  man  is  in  Christ  he  is  a  new  creature” 
citizens  to  come  and  see  a  man  whom  (II  Cor.  5:17).  Your  newness  of  life  in 
she  believed  to  be  the  Christ  (vs.  him  should  be  validated  by  many 
28-29).  signs  and  wonders.  What  are  the  signs 

John  declared,  “Then  they  went  out  by  which  your  unsaved  neighbors  and 
of  the  city,  and  came  unto  him”  (v.  friends  can  attest  to  your  newness  of 
30).  life? 

The  best  sign  that  today’s  Christian  **  ' 

adult  has  discovered  the  Word  of  Life 
is  his  or  her  personal  witness  to  the 
Word  of  Life. 

III.  From  the  word  of  witness  to  the 

warmth  of  welcome  (vs.  40-42)  0.  jo 

Samaritans  who  were  formerly  M  ° 

hostile  to  all  Jews,  now  openly  \  £ 


By  Bill  R.  Baker,  relates  all  things  in  an  orderly  and  ac- 

pastor.  First,  Clinton  curate  manner. 

The  book  o^F  Luke'  when  comoared  DECLARATIONS  OF  GABRIEL 
U,  the  other  option!']  Gospel  wriL-s,  T0  ZACHARIAS  (vs.  5^2S>(  Gabriel 
is  unique  because  of  several  features,  announces  to  Zacharias,  father  of 

More  than  50  percent  of  the  material  t°hn  that  ,Jo^wlU  ** 

in  Luke  is  not  found  in  the  other  three  *,TL.Tb?  declaration  includes  cer- 

books.  This  exclusive  material  in-  13111  lacts  r^?r<^nL^°o1’  w^os^ 
eludes  nine  miracles  and  13  parables.  "?me  means  ^ 15  0*“ • 

Luke  reveals  more  than  the  other  0ne-  many  sha11  reJ°lcf  at  “ 
writers  about  the  birth  of  Jesus  <v- 14);  two,  he  will  take  rank  with 

Christ,  and  he  does  an  exclusive  on  15  *^ie  S1^  °* 

the  bovhnnd  of  lesus  -  God”) ;  three,  he  will  be  one  in  whom 

Luke  has  been  called  the  “Gospel  ^eddwetfcl v.  15) ;  four , he will  be  one 
of  Womanhood”  because  of  various  in  whom  ***  *est  a"d  no^f  lives 
references  to  women  that  are  not  in-  a8ain  17)  ;  five,  he  will  be  one 

eluded  in  the  other  three  Gospel  whose  hfe  Wl11  ““M  to  00(1  and 

writers.  Luke  has  also  been  cited  as  a  Messing to  man  <v-  17>- 
the  “Universal  Gospel”  because  of  so  DECLARATIONS  OF  GABRIEL 
many  references  to  Samaritans  and  TO  MARY  (vs.  26-45) .  There  are  five 
Gentiles.  Luke  is  the  only  writer  who  declarations  that  should  be  noted 
includes  details  of  the  birth  of  John  here.  First,  the  Lord  is  with  thee  (v. 
the  Baptist.  28) ;  second,  you  will  bring  forth  a  son 

Chapter  one  should  be  studied  in  (v.  31) ;  third,  that  son  shall  be  con- 

light  of  certain  DECLARATIONS  set  ceived  in  a  miraculous  manner  (vs. 

forth.  DECLARATIONS  OF  THE  34-35)  j  fourth,  Elizabeth  has  also  con-  76-77). 

AUTHOR  (vs.  1-4).  He  declares  those  ceived  tv.  36);  five,  nothing  is  im-  The  preceding  are  great  declara- 

things  which  are  surely  believed  and  possible  with  God  (v.  37).  tions,  but  the  greatest  declaration  is 

traces  these  things  accurately  from  set  forth  by  all  who  declare  Jesus 

the  first.  Also  he  writes  “in  order,”  DECLARATIONS  OF  MARY  (vs.  Christ  as  Saviour  and  declare  com- 

that  is,  not  chronological  order,  but  46-56).  As  a  part  of  Mary’s  mi tment  to  follow  him. 


as  Savior 


January  3,  1985 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


